


WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?
1 JOHN 2:18-29

Do all roads lead to heaven?
 Is there more than one way to get to heaven?
 Does what you believe really matter?
 Much of the world believes it makes no difference what 

you believe, just as long as you are sincere about it!
 Thus far, John has warned the church family about the 

conflict between light and darkness (1 John 1:1-2:6)
and between love and hatred (1 John 2:7-17).
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THE CONFLICT: TRUTH AND ERROR
John speaks about the importance of believing truth by 
using two special terms: “the last time” and “antichrist.”
We are living in the last days—which began in John’s day.
Antichrist describes three things:
1.  A spirit in the world that opposes or denies Christ. 
2.  The false teachers who embody this spirit.
3.  A real person who will head up the final world 

rebellion against Christ.
That spirit is the lying spirit of falsehood.
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WHAT NOT TO BELIEVE
1.  Church attendance is optional. v. 18-19
2.  Any version of Jesus will do. v. 20-25
3.  We are saved by assenting to a church creed.
4.  The counterfeits of the cults v. 26-29
Satan is not an originator, he is a counterfeiter. 
Satan has counterfeit “ministers” (2 Cor. 11:13-15) who 
preach a counterfeit gospel (Gal. 1:6-12) that produces 
counterfeit Christians (John 8:43-44) who depend on a 
counterfeit righteousness (Rom. 10:1-10).
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BELIEVING IS KNOWING YOUR BIBLE
 Believers must allow the Holy Spirit to teach us the Bible.
 The supreme task of a local church is the accurate 

teaching of God’s Word. 2 Tim. 2:2, 4:1-5
 Though all of the Bible was written FOR YOU, not all of it 

was necessarily written TO YOU. 
 False teachers—cults, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormons, 

Christian Science, Worldwide Church of God—pick verses 
out of context and apply them to believers today; 
passages that were given only for ancient Israel.
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EXAMPLE: SDA AND THE SABBATH
 Are we to keep the Jewish Sabbath?
 The truth of Scripture settles this issue once and for all. 

Ezek. 20:18-20; Matt. 12:1-14; John 9:16
 False teaching is very subtle and feeds on the human 

nature to earn by way of good works (God’s approval).
 John has written about light and darkness, love and 

hatred, and truth and error; and in 1 John 2:29 he sums 
up the whole matter of Christian living in one phrase: 
“doing righteousness.”
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OK, SO NOW DO WHAT YOU SAY YOU BELIEVE
 A person who professes to be a Christian, but who does 

not live in obedience, love, and truth, is deceived.
 A child bears the nature of his father, and a person who 

has been “born of God” will reveal the character of the 
Heavenly Father. Eph. 5:1; 1 Peter 1:14-15; 2 Cor. 13:5

 What you believe does matter. If we believe it, we should 
then do it; or we must question whether we really 
believe it at all!

 All who call on the real Jesus will be saved. Rom. 10:13
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We believe Communion is a 
picture of God’s Great Grace 

cleansing our Sin-Stained Hearts


