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FOCUSED ON THE LORD
GENESIS 39

What a difference the Lord makes when He is first; 
Joseph was focused on the Lord.
 There is no person in the entire Old Testament in whose 

life the “purposes of God” are more clearly seen than in 
the life of Joseph.

 Although everything seemed to go wrong for him, and 
the outward appearance of things was dark, each event 
was bringing to fruition God’s purpose for his life.
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JOSEPH, JOB, AND ROMANS 8:28
“And we know that all things work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.”

 Remember in Job 1:10-12, when Satan wanted to test 
Job he said: Dude, God’s just made it so cushy for you, 
of course you are going to represent. (JGNIV)

 It was not cushy for Job or Joseph, and it may not be 
for you, but God still has it under control 100%.

Three things we can learn from Joseph . . .
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1. JOSEPH BECAME A SOURCE OF 
GOD’S BLESSINGS v. 1-6

 God promised Abraham that his descendants would 
bring blessing to other nations (Gen. 12:1-3), and 
Joseph fulfilled that promise in Egypt. 

 Like the blessed man described in Psalm 1:1-3,
everything he did prospered.

 Joseph is a good example of a believer who trusted God 
and made the best of his difficult circumstances even 
though he never read Jeremiah 29:7 or 1 Peter 2:13-20.
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2. JOSEPH OVERCAME MAJOR 
TEMPTATION v. 7-20

 Joseph had suffered in a pit because of the hatred of 
his brothers, but now he would face an even greater 
danger because of the lust of an evil woman.

 The Bible is filled with the stories of opportunists—
both men and women who are looking for their next 
conquest. Prov. 23:27, 5:15-23, 7:21-23

 What begins as “flattery” soon turns into poison. 
 What would you do?
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JOSEPH’S PATH OF INTEGRITY 
AND COURAGE

Joseph explained to her why he wouldn’t cooperate: 
  She was another man’s wife, and that man was his 

master. 
  He was trusted by his master and didn’t want to 

violate that trust. 
  Even if nobody else found out about it, God would.
  Joseph lost his coat but kept his character! 

Rom. 6:21-23; James 4:7; Neh. 6:10-12; 2 Tim. 2:22
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3. JOSEPH WAITED ON THE LORD v. 21-23
 It’s through faith and patience that we inherit the 

promises. Heb. 6:10-12 
 The best way to learn patience is through tribulation. 

Rom. 5:3-4 
 Testing and trials refine saints for the glory of God. 

James 1:2-4
Pray for the integrity to stand fast in righteousness, 

for the fortitude to run from temptation,
and for the patience to wait for His provision.
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