


COMFORT FOR EVERY TRIAL
2 CORINTHIANS 1:4-11

The truth is God permits trials to come. We often ask, “Why?” 
when the real question is, “For what?” or “For whom?”
 There are ten basic words for suffering in the Greek 

language, and Paul used five of them in this letter. 
 The most frequently used word is thlipsis, which means 

“narrow, confined, under pressure.”
 Affliction 2 Cor. 2:4, 4:17
 Tribulation 2 Cor. 1:4
 Trouble 2 Cor. 1:4, 8 
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WE ARE ALL SQUEEZED AT TIMES
 Paul uses the word pathema, “suffering,” which was also 

used for the trials/sufferings of Jesus. 1 Peter 1:11, 5:1
 We must never think that suffering or trials are accidental.  

There are three basic possible causes.
1.  Our trials are the products of “fate” or “chance”—yikes!
2.  We control everything in life ourselves—not likely.
3.   God is in control of everything and actually has a plan.
• Answer #3: James 1:1-4 and Rom. 8:28 and golf balls 
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FOUR TRUTHS ABOUT TRIALS
1.  It is true: God is ultimately in control of every trial. V. 8
2.  It is true: God enables us to endure all our trials. v. 10
3.  It is true: Ultimately God delivers us from our trials. v. 11
4.  It is true: God is actually glorified through our trials. 
In at least seven of his letters, Paul mentioned his great need 
for prayer support. Rom. 15:30-32; Eph. 6:18-19; Phil. 1:19; 
Col. 4:3; 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 3:1; Philem. 1:22 
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THE POWER OF PRAYING PEOPLE
It is not a cop out. It is true the greatest help we can give to 
each other is “helping together by prayer.”
 The word sunupourgeo translated “helping together” is 

used only here in the Greek New Testament and is 
composed of three words: with, under, work. 

 It is encouraging to know that the Holy Spirit also assists 
us in our praying and helps to carry the load. Rom. 8:26

 So when you find yourself in the trials of life, remember 
what God is to you and what God does for you.

5


