


PERFECT LOVE
1 JOHN 4:17-21

The truth in view here is perfect love trumps everything.
  It is highly unlikely we will love our neighbor, brother, 

wife or husband, kids, or friends as we should unless 
we love our Heavenly Father. 

 We must first love God with all our hearts, soul, mind, 
and strength—then we can love our neighbor.

 The word “perfect” carries the idea of maturity and 
completeness . . . FULL GROWN . . . grown-up love.
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OUR LOVE FOR HIM IS SUPPOSED TO 
MIRROR HIS LOVE FOR US

How much does the Father love us?
 Enough to send His only Son to die for us. John 3:16
 He loves His children in the same way as He loves

Christ. John 17:23
 Jesus told us that the Father wants the love He has 

with the Son to also be in His children. John 17:26
How can we know that our love for God the Father 

is being perfected, growing?
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STEPS TO GROWING IN LOVE
1. WE HAVE COMPLETE CONFIDENCE BEFORE GOD

v. 17-19
 We do not have fear and torment about God’s plans.
 When I know His love, I know He loves me even 

when I fail to live up to His standards and mine.
 We have a reverential fear of God, not terror. 
 We are children who respect our Father, not a 

prisoner who cringes before a judge.
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NO KRISISPHOBIA FOR ME!
Fear of God generally comes from three basic issues: 

1.  Something in the PAST that haunts them.
2.  Something in the PRESENT that upsets them now.
3.  Something in the FUTURE that threatens them. 

 As Christians, we do not fear future judgment (John 
5:24; Rom. 8:1). My sins have been judged already at 
the cross, and they will never be brought against me.

 We need not fear life or death. Rom. 8:35-39
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2. WE HAVE HONESTY WITH GOD v. 20-21
Fear and false pretense/hypocrisy go together. 
Gen. 3:10
 But when our hearts are confident toward God, 

there is no need for us to pretend, either to God or 
to other people. 

 An immature Christian who is not growing in love for 
God may think he has to impress others with his 
“spirituality”; this is a false-front-acting hypocrisy.

 The hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 5:1-11
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IT’S TIME TO STOP PRETENDING!
Let the love of God, through the blood of His son Jesus, 
do its work of forgiveness and cleansing.
 Our lives must be marked by honesty. Spiritual 

honesty brings peace and power to the person who 
practices it. 

 We can be confident, totally honest with God and 
others . . . that is perfected love!
The Communion Table is a picture of that Love!
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