


A HEART OF COMPASSION
2 CORINTHIANS 2:1-11

TRUE COMPASSION ALWAYS PUTS THE GOOD OF
OTHERS FIRST V. 1-4
 In both life and ministry, those who bring us great joy 

can also bring great sorrow; Paul experienced this. 
 Anytime you seek to do the Lord’s will, the enemy will 

attempt to twist and tweak the situation to his ends.
 Love considers the feelings of others and seeks to put 

their good ahead of everything else. Correction can hurt 
them, but never harms them. Phil. 2:3-4; 1 Cor. 13:4-8
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 Godly discipline is an evidence of true love and 
compassion. Prov. 3:11-12

 What applies to us as parents applies to the church as a 
whole. The Bible is clear—if we really love our children, 
just as God loves us, there is a time and place to chasten 
them. Deut. 8:5; Heb. 12:6 

 Too often churches sweep things “under the rug” when 
the best thing for everybody is to deal with it. Eph. 4:15
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TRUE COMPASSION CORRECTS FOR 
RESTORATION AND FORGIVENESS,

NOT DESTRUCTION V. 5-6



THE PROCESS OF RESTORATION AND 
RECONCILIATION MATTHEW 18:21-35 

 Does anybody here have trouble with forgiveness? 
Peter did. Paul did. And Jeff did, too.

 Nothing so characterizes the new nature of Christians 
as forgiveness because nothing so characterizes the 
nature of Jesus.

 Jesus’ most striking and humanly incomprehensible 
words from the cross are found in Luke 23:34.

 Forgiveness is the stuff of true godliness. It is the mark 
of a truly redeemed person’s life.
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PONDERING BIBLICAL FORGIVENESS
 It is impossible to hold a grudge against a child. Matthew 

18 is set with a child as an example in the midst of the 
disciples (v. 2). Joseph modeled this. Gen. 50:19-21

 Forgiveness reflects the highest human virtue because it 
so clearly reflects the character of God. 

 Only forgiveness can break down the barriers that sin 
continually and inevitably erects between people.
Prov. 19:11 

 Christians are most like our Lord when we forgive. The law 
keeps accounts—grace does not! Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13
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COMPASSION RESULTING IN
FORGIVENESS IS THE STUFF OF HEAVEN!

 Jesus said on another occasion, Even if a brother “sins 
against you seven times in a day, and returns to you seven 
time, saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.” Luke 17:4 

 The faithful, godly Christian will never allow his own 
forgiveness to be surpassed by a brother’s capacity to sin. 

 Reflecting our heavenly Father’s nature, where sin against 
Him increases, so does His gracious forgiveness. Rom. 5:20

 Forgiveness is not an elective in the life of a believer. You 
must forgive. Matt 18:32-35

6



TRUE COMPASSION IS QUICK
TO FORGIVE AND RESTORE V. 7-11

Paul urged the church family to forgive the man, then he 
gave three reasons why. 
1.  They were to forgive him for his own sake, “lest he be 

swallowed up with much sorrow.” v. 7-8 
2.  They should confirm their love to the forgiven brother for 

the Lord’s sake. v. 9-10 
3.  They must forgive the offender for the church’s sake. v. 11 

Let’s endeavor to have Paul’s heart of compassion.
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