


DON’T FORGET
1 JOHN 5:14-21

John closes this first of his three epistles with three 
things that we should never forget:

1.  God answers prayer v. 14-15
2.  Christians should not habitually sin v. 16-19
3.  The Christian life is the only life really worth 

living v. 20-21
The Word of God is truth, not helpful suggestions. 
Ps. 119:160; John 17:17
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FIRST, GOD ANSWERS PRAYER v. 14-15
 God hears every prayer of His kids and always 

answers in one of three ways—Yes, No, or Wait—
according to His will; that is why we can never pray 
apart from His will.

 The Bible says there are some secrets to having a 
fruitful, effective prayer life—1 John 3:21-22; 
Psalm 66:18; 1 Peter 3:1-7; Matt. 5:23-25;
John 15:7; Matt. 6:10; Phil. 4:19, and many more!
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THE C.A.B. PRINCIPAL
1.  Is it COMMANDED? If Scripture commands you to do it, 

then do it well. If an authority commands you to do it, and 
it doesn’t violate Scripture to obey that authority, then 
obey with respect. Ps. 119:9-12; Prov. 30:5-6; 1 Cor. 4:6

2.  Is it ALLOWABLE? If there’s no clear biblical prohibition 
against it, then it’s allowable; but never to the detriment 
of others, or to the mastery of self. Rom. 8:28-29;
1 Cor. 12:31-14:1, 6:12; John 8:31 ff; Rom. 6:16

3.  Is it BEST? Is it the best way in those circumstances to 
glorify, praise, and honor God to the benefit others first?
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SECOND, REAL CHRISTIANS 
DO NOT PRACTICE SIN v. 16-19 

Occasional sins are not in view here but habitual sins, the 
practice of repetitive, unrepentant, unashamed sin. 
 Christians face three enemies, all of which want to lead us 

into sin: the world, the flesh, and the devil. 1 John 2:15-17
 Then how do we keep from sinning? Verse 18 gives the 

answer: Jesus Christ keeps the believer safe so that the 
enemy cannot rip us out of His hands. 

 We have God the Father’s divine nature in us, Jesus Christ 
guards and mediates for us, and the Holy Spirit helps us.
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THIRD, THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS THE 
ONLY LIFE WORTH LIVING

 John was writing to believers in the city of Ephesus, a city 
given over to the worship of idols. 

 In our day and time we, too, are surrounded by idolatry; 
Christians are under tremendous pressure to conform to 
false gods.

 Not of wood or stone, but of money, power, sex, alcohol, 
drugs, materialism, food. Wherever you invest a majority 
of your time, talent, and treasure, there is your god!

 Then we become like the god we worship!
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THERE IS ONLY ONE TRUE GOD
Jesus is the original; everything else is a copy. He is 
authentic; everything else is only an imitation. 
 Jesus Christ is the true Light (John 1:9), the true Bread 

(John 6:32), the true Vine (John 15:1), and Truth itself 
(John 14:6).

So, don’t forget . . .
 We have: answered prayer (no matter how long it takes), 

freedom from the bondage of sin, and a life worth 
living, because we know the ONLY SAVIOR—JESUS!

7


