


THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH
2ND JOHN

In our first four verses, the word “truth” appears five times. 
 Our salvation is built on the biblical truth of the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.
 Without biblical truth, the church would be lost in a sea 

of philosophy, denominationalism, and human intellect.
 False teaching about Jesus Christ was and is one of the 

great problems facing the one true church; Paul, Peter, 
Timothy, and Titus all faced it.
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TRUTH MATTERS 
 Truth simply defined means “that which is reality,” as 

opposed to a specific situational definition. 
 Truth is definitely not relativistic or merely existential; 

and actual truth must always be true, and never false.
 Jesus Christ is “the truth” (John 14:6), and God’s Word 

is “truth” (John 17:17).
 The Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of truth” to teach us and 

to enable us to know truth. John 14:16-17, 16:13
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WHAT DO WE DO WITH THIS 
BIBLICAL TRUTH?

1. WE MUST WALK IN THE TRUTH v. 4-6 
 John had joy walking in the truth.
 John walked in obedience to the truth.
 John’s walk bore witness to the truth.

Walking in the truth leads us to
love, joy, and obedience!
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2. WE MUST ABIDE IN THE TRUTH v. 7-13 
John moves from encouraging truth to opposing error.
 The word “deceiver” implies much more than teaching 

false doctrine; and these guys came out of the church.
 It also includes leading people into wrong living. 
 AS AN EXAMPLE: A pastor teaching homosexuality is 

just fine with God—and then presiding over a gay 
wedding—is a deceiver. This is leading people directly 
into sinful living and away from the truth of God’s Word. 
Rom. 1:26-32; 1 Cor. 6:9
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WE MUST BEWARE OF FALSEHOOD
 It takes constant spiritual vigilance to protect 

against the insidious attacks of false teachers. 
 2 Peter 2:1-3 gives us the devious methods the 

apostates use to seduce untaught, unwary, and 
unstable people—destructive heresies!

 They deny the biblical truth about Christ, and they 
give their converts a “substitute Christ” who is not 
the Christ of the Christian faith; like Mormonism.
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THREE DANGERS OF UNTRUTH
1.  The danger of going backwards v. 8
2.  The danger of running ahead of the Lord v. 9
3.  The danger of going with the flow v. 10-13

STICK TO THE TRUTH!
“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” John 8:32 

THE LIE WILL BLIND, BIND, AND BURY YOU!
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