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GRADUATING TO GREATNESS
GENESIS 41:37-57

Note verses 37-38: What a statement of the validity of 
Joseph’s graduation!
 The sovereign God moved Pharaoh to choose Joseph as 

in Proverbs 21:1.
 As Pharaoh listens to Joseph, what he says not only 

makes sense, but is absolutely accurate because God 
had spoken it to him.

God had personally seen to it that Joseph
was perfectly prepared for this moment!
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LIFE IS FILLED WITH TRANSITIONS 
 Joseph went all the way from the back of the jail to 

the throne next to Pharaoh; he was being prepared.
 He went from being a secret to revealing secrets to 

the Pharaoh.
 He went from walking low to riding high.
 After thirteen painful years in Egypt, Joseph becomes 

the Grand Vizier—much like a prime minister or vice 
president—transitioning from garbage to glory.
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HEY, YOU LOOK LIKE UNCLE LABAN 
 Many scholars hold that the Pharaoh at this particular 

time in history was one of the Hyksos kings—Pharaoh 
Sesostris.

 The Hyksos were not native Egyptians, but were 
Bedouins from the Arabian Desert. 

 Pharaoh was actually closer in nationality to Joseph 
than to the Egyptians; this gave him confidence in 
Joseph. Joseph now begins to prove himself worthy.

History and archeology repeatedly confirm the Bible!
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JOSEPH’S TWO SONS v. 50-57
 He called his first son Manasseh. A good name for 

him would be “Amnesia” because it means that God 
had made Joseph “forget.” 

 The next boy he named Ephraim because that means 
“twice fruitful”—“Ambrosia,” that fruit salad we only 
get at Christmas.

 Joseph gave them these names because God had 
made him forget his father’s house and had made 
him fruitful in the land of Egypt.
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FORGIVING AND FORGETTING THE PAST
Over a period of thirteen years, God enabled Joseph to 
accomplish some wonderful things. 
 But there was one more achievement that in some 

ways was greatest of all: He was enabled by God’s 
grace to wipe out the pains and bad memories of 
the past and start fresh.

 Joseph didn’t forget his family or the events that 
occurred, but he did forget the pain and suffering 
that they caused.
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LIVING IN AMNESIA AND AMBROSIA
 What a tragedy when people cling to and remember 

every slight and all the painful things others have done 
to them; and then all their lives carry bitterness and 
anger that robs them of peace and joy.

 Just as Joseph laid aside prison clothes and made a 
new beginning, we frequently need to “take off/put 
off” the old hurts and hates, and put on a new attitude 
of faith, hope, and love. Eph. 4:20-32; Col. 3:1-17

Joseph graduated to greatness!
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