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TRUE RECONCILIATION
GENESIS 42:1-24

True reconciliation requires sincere repentance and 
humble confession of sin; and it very often takes time 
for a person to get to that place where God can heal 
a broken relationship. 
 This passage is an OT Galatians 6:1.
 I believe that Joseph dealt with his brothers in a 

patient, loving, and wise way; and that’s why his 
approach succeeded.
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FIRST, WE SEE A NECESSARY 
TIME OF TESTING

 God uses things like famine for testing and trials in our 
lives. James 1:2-4

 All types of starving are useful to bring us to an attitude 
of repentance (change of action).
• Physically—sickness makes you want to be well
• Spiritually—we miss God’s presence in our lives
• Emotionally—unhappiness makes us desire joy
• Financially—poverty makes us desire prosperity
• Interpersonally—in loneliness we miss fellowship
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REAPING AND SOWING Gal. 6:7-10
Joseph’s brothers had done their evil deed over twenty 
years before and by now were convinced that Joseph was 
dead (v. 42:13); but they hadn’t forgotten the scene 
(v. 17-24), and they had yet to reap what they had sown.
 Know this: Your sin will find you out. Numbers 32:20-23
 In the accomplishing of His divine purposes, God can 

use anything and EVERYTHING.
“Our God is in heaven; He does whatever pleases Him.”

Psalm 115:3
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SOME THINGS GOD ALLOWS
 Some seemingly harsh words v. 6-14
 Some temporary confinement v. 15-17
 A bit of strict accountability v. 18-20
 A necessary, painful confession v. 21-24
 Torrent of tears
 Some painful, practical application

5



JUST THE RIGHT MIXTURE
 When I think of the way Joseph behaved toward his 

brothers, the verse that comes to mind is Romans 11:22.
 God is a God of balance and equity . . . goodness and 

severity both have their place.
 Although there are many sins recorded in the book of 

Genesis, this is the only time in which the guilty ones 
actually make a confession of sin. 

 True reconciliation and repentance take time, effort, and 
sometimes pain; but it’s totally worth it. Start tonight!
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