


HEART CHECK
2 CORINTHIANS 3:1-6

Truth is, all ministry is because of, and also for, the One 
True King, Jesus—and the only bragging we can do is 
about Him!
 To this end, Paul begins with an examination of where 

we are at—a heart check. Why do you do what you do?
1. FIRST, HE ASKS A SIMPLE QUESTION v. 1 
 Paul almost shouts, Do we need to employ self-

promoting tactics?
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LIVING LETTERS
2. PAUL ANSWERS HIS OWN QUESTION v. 2-5 

 Even the heathens around Corinth could read 
Paul's letter of commendation as they looked at 
Corinthian believers, once idolatrous and immoral 
pagans, but now models of righteousness. 

 The prophet Jonah was a “living letter” as well.
 The Corinthian believers were Paul's “living letter,” 

and written on his soul and visible for the whole 
world to see—not just some story on paper. 
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AUTHORED BY THE SPIRIT
 The conversion of the Corinthians was wrought by the 

Lord Himself, by the Holy Spirit, through the ministry 
of Paul. No pen or ink was needed for a testimonial of 
that work. 

 The work the Holy Spirit did was a marvel and a 
miracle. 

 Daniel, Moses, and Jacob all knew about being a living 
epistle. Others might need paper—not Paul.

 The best letter of recommendation is a living one!
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3. PAUL’S HEART IS REVEALED IN HIS LIFE v. 4-5
 Paul’s confidence was not in letters, but in the Lord. 
 Paul’s confident heart rested on the absolute 

trustworthiness of the gospel and on the assurance 
that he had been made an apostle by the Lord Jesus 
Himself. His trust came from God.

 He had an eloquent tongue and a persuasive pen. 
He had been raised a Jew in a Greek city and even 
possessed Roman citizenship, but his life spoke of 
his Lord, Jesus.
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CHECKING FOR A NEW HEART
4. THE HEART EXAMINATION IS FOLLOWED BY 

AN EXPOSITION v. 6
 He begins with the spirit of the law, not 

the law itself. The law had never been 
able to save even a single soul.

 There is a new covenant. 
 There is a new concept.
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HEART CHECK: THE LETTER KILLS, 
BUT THE SPIRIT GIVES LIFE

 Legalists both then and now have their souls shackled 
to the letter of the law. 

 The Old Covenant, even in its letter, killed. 
 A whole Old Testament galaxy of sins cried out for the 

same end—death.
 Legalism is lifeless for it lacked the Spirit as even 

James himself intimated. James 2:26
Heart check: Grace changes everything!
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