


FADED GLORY
2 CORINTHIANS 3:7-18

Without Jesus, there is no true glory. It is all faded, just like 
that of Moses. It will only be a temporary covering.

1. THE NEW COVENANT GLORY BRINGS 
SPIRITUAL LIFE, NOT DEATH V. 7-8
 When Moses descended from the mountain after 

conversing with God, his face shone with the glory of 
God. But that glory was temporary.

 The Law kills but the Spirit alone can give life. v. 6
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2. THE NEW COVENANT GLORY BRINGS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT CONDEMNATION

V. 9-10
 The Law produces condemnation, and is the mirror that 

reveals how dirty our faces really are. But we cannot 
wash our faces in the mirror.

 Verse 10 states that the law really lost its glory when 
compared to the surpassing glory of the ministry of 
God’s grace. 

Only God’s grace can free us from our guilt.
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3. THE NEW COVENANT GLORY IS 
INTERNAL, NOT EXTERNAL V. 11

 The new covenant of grace had come in, but the temple 
services were still being carried on and the nation of 
Israel was still living under the Law. 

 The Judaizers wanted the Corinthian believers to go 
back under the Law, to “mix” the two covenants. 

 Externally, Israel has no temple or priesthood. If they 
did build a temple, there would be no Shekinah glory in 
the Holy of Holies. It dwells in God’s people–internally.
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4. THE NEW COVENANT GLORY IS 
INCREASING, NOT DECREASING v.12-18

Three things we can see:
 First - The glorious historical event V. 12-13
 Second - The application for national Israel V. 14-17
 Third - The personal application for us V. 18

You and I can share the image of Jesus Christ and go 
“from glory to glory” through the ministry of the 

Holy Spirit—we will increase in glory!
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WE UNDERGO METAMORPHOSIS
 The word translated “changed” is the same word 

translated “transfigured” in the accounts of our 
Lord’s transfiguration. Matt. 17; Mark 9 It describes 
a change on the outside that comes from the inside.

 Moses reflected the glory of God, but you and I can 
now radiate the glory of God–because of the 
metamorphosis in our lives through salvation, 
because that glory is in us.

We have had a beautiful grace awakening.
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LEGALISM AND THE LAW CANNOT 
CHANGE YOU INTERNALLY

 The means for old covenant ministry is the Law, but 
the means for new covenant ministry is the grace of 
God, by the Spirit of God, using the Word of God—
to give us new hearts.

 Gloriously–grace changes everything!

Any other glory is the faded glory of legalism, 
the Law and the faded glory of Moses.

7


