


BEING A GODLY EXAMPLE
3RD JOHN

This little letter continues a general theme of the truth. 
 Other than “truth” (v. 3), the keyword in this letter is 

“testified” (v. 6, 12); “report, bear record, record.”
 Every Christian is a witness of the truth, either a good 

one or a bad one. 
 Each of us must honestly face the question: “Am I a part 

of the problem or a part of the solution?” 
Let’s look at the three men in this letter and see what kind 
of Christian example they were.
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1. THE GODLY EXAMPLE: 
GAIUS THE ENCOURAGER v. 1-8

Everyone loved Gaius! Here’s why, considering the 
personal qualities of this excellent man: 
 He was a man in great spiritual health. v. 2
 He was a man with an amazing testimony. v. 3-4
 He was a man that excelled at serving in practical 

ministry. v. 5-8 
Gaius opened his home, his heart, and his hands 

to help anyone and everyone!
3



2. THE BAD EXAMPLE:
DIOTREPHES THE DICTATOR v. 9-10

What was his problem anyway? Essentially, Diotrephes 
was motivated by pride. 
Let’s look at what Diotrephes was actually doing: 
 He would not receive John. v. 9 
 He lied about John the Apostle. v. 10a 
 He rejected John’s hand-picked associates. v. 10b
 He was harsh to those who disagreed with him. v. 10c
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3. DEMETRIUS:
AN EXAMPLE TO FOLLOW v. 11-14 

 Are you exemplary as a believer? “Exemplar,” according 
to Webster’s dictionary, is “an ideal, a model, an 
example worthy to be imitated.”

 Is it right for us to imitate human leaders? Yes, but only 
if they in turn are imitating Jesus Christ. Phil. 3:17;
1 Cor. 11:1

 Both the Church and the Word bore witness to 
Demetrius’ Christian life, and so did John himself. 
Demetrius would be in trouble with Diotrephes!
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SOME FINAL EXAMPLES
 John experienced firsthand that Demetrius was a man 

of God, and John was not ashamed to say so. 
 Every believer can enjoy the peace of God because 

he has adequate resources by the grace of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ the Lord. Phil. 4:6-19 

 It is interesting to contrast these two little letters and 
to see the balance of truth that John presented. 

 We need more examples like Gaius and Demetrius—
and fewer examples like Diotrephes!
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