
INTRODUCTION TO GALATIANS
GALATIANS 1:1-5

To those of us who have trusted Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, 
the Gospel is really “good news.”

The Gospel message was being attacked, and Paul
was out to defend the truth and simplicity of the Gospel.

 Salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
 The battle Paul fights in this book will be against the legalists and 

their pet project: “Dead Religious Legalism”—trying to mix grace 
with keeping the letter of the Jewish law. They were Judaizers.

 In these opening verses, the apostle takes some definite steps as 
he prepares to fight this battle.

2



FIRST STEP: PAUL ESTABLISHES HE IS AN APOSTLE 
An apostle—“one who is sent with a commission” (v. 1a)—was an 
envoy, ambassador, or messenger who was chosen and trained by 
Jesus Christ as His special emissary for proclaiming His truth. 
 This designation had two meanings in the 1st Century church:

1.  The actual, original (12) hand-selected apostles plus Judas’ 
replacement, Mathias, and Paul.

2.  In a wider sense, the term “apostle” was also used of men 
like Barnabas (Acts 14:14), Silas and Timothy (1 Thess. 1:1,
2:6), and other outstanding leaders (Rom. 16:7) in the early 
church—all chosen by the original apostles.

 No one can claim this “office” today as no one meets the 
criteria.
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PAUL DEFENDS HIS APOSTLESHIP
Because one of the qualifications was seeing the risen Christ 
(Acts 1:22) . . .
 Paul explained in 1 Corinthians 15:5-8 that between His 

resurrection and ascension, Jesus appeared to Peter, the 
crowd of 500, James, and lastly, Paul himself.

 Paul saw the resurrected Christ in a unique way as he was 
traveling to Damascus to arrest and imprison Christians 
there. Acts 9:3-5

 Further personal appearances of the Lord to Paul are 
recorded in Acts 18:9, 22:17-21, 23:11 and 2 Corinthians 
12:1-4 (compare 1 Cor. 9:1).
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SECOND STEP: WE SEE HOW
PAUL WAS CHOSEN

 No human source, no human ceremony, no laying on of hands 
by any group in Jerusalem, Antioch, or anywhere else was 
involved in his call to apostleship.

 After several years of divine separation and preparation (Gal. 
1:17-18), he was sent out to begin his work among the Gentiles 
directly by the Holy Spirit; Paul was sent out by the elders of the 
church at Antioch. Acts 13:1-3

 God the Father ordained Paul; and he certainly had a vastly 
superior commissioning to any of the false-teaching, self-
appointed Judaizers, who were confusing the Galatians and 
trying to set themselves above his authority.
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THIRD STEP: WE NOTICE PAUL’S 
ASSOCIATES IN MINISTRY

 Paul’s apostolic authority is implied by his referring to companions 
with him at the time of writing as “brethren,” in contrast to his 
own identification as apostle—they were not apostles.

 The church derived its doctrine from the apostles, who received it 
directly from God (Eph. 3:5). They are never spoken of as apostles 
of the church, but always as apostles of Jesus Christ. John 13:20

 Paul made clear to Timothy, “All Scripture is inspired by God”
(2 Tim. 3:16), who is the Author of its every word, whether 
through the prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, or the 
apostles.
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PAUL’S MESSAGE TO THE GALATIANS BEGINS 
WITH THE AMAZING GRACE GREETING v. 3-4
Two of the most precious words related to the Gospel are 
“grace” and “peace.” 
 Grace is the source of salvation.
 Peace is the result of salvation.
Grace is positional, where we are now; peace is practical, what 
we now have, and together they flow from God our Father 
through His Son and our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 The law offered no grace and provided no peace. The law 

system being taught by the lying Judaizers is attacked even in 
this simple greeting.
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A SUMMARY OF THE GOSPEL v. 4-5
 THE NATURE OF THE GOSPEL: Christ’s atoning death and 

resurrection—not religion but relationship!
 THE OBJECT OF THE GOSPEL: To deliver you from this present 

age of dead religious activity.
 THE SOURCE OF THE GOSPEL: The will of God.
 And finally, Paul’s motivation: “To whom be the glory 

forevermore. Amen.” v. 5
What an amazing grace greeting! 

Get ready for a journey out of legalism and into liberty.
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