
DON’T MESS WITH THE MESSAGE
GALATIANS 1:6-9

From the amazing grace greeting to a stern warning, God does not take 
lightly to those who pervert the good news of the Gospel of grace! Every 
cult and false religion on earth should beware!
Unfortunately—like it or not—throughout history, God has devoted 
certain objects, individuals, and groups of people to destruction. 
 Case in point: The inhabitants of ancient Jericho, Achan and some of 

God’s own chosen people—Israel. Joshua 6 & 7
 Jesus warned His disciples of this problem. Matt. 24:24; John 8:44
 Paul warned Timothy of the danger of false teaching. 1 Tim. 1:20
 Peter warned the church of false teachers. 2 Peter 2:1-2
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THE CHARACTER OF FALSE TEACHERS
Among the chief characteristics of Satan, his followers, and every cult is 
deception. Rev. 12:9, 13:14, 20:3-10
 The most destructive of all heresies is “denying the Master,” the Lord 

Jesus Himself—the Savior—God incarnate.
 False prophets are also more interested in popularity than in truth. 

Gal. 6:12; Acts 20:30
 Often they are in ministry for nothing more than money.

2 Peter 2:3-13
 Since they have no true spiritual life or power to subdue the flesh, 

false prophets live sinful lives publically and privately. 2 Peter 2:14
 It was such accursed false teachers, specifically the Judaizers, who 

were plaguing the Galatian churches.
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PAUL’S SHOCK ABOUT THE GALATIANS’
DEFECTION FROM GRACE TO THE LAW v. 6

Paul was not surprised by what the false teachers were doing.
 But he was shocked by the favorable response they received from 

Christians in Galatia. You want the Law, are you nuts? I’ve been there, 
done that!

 He was amazed, thaumazoô, a strong word meaning to be astounded
and bewildered, befuddled. 

 They were deserting grace; metatitheômi was used of military 
desertion which was punishable by death during time of war, much as 
in modern times. 

It is absurd to accept a gracious salvation and then endeavor to 
maintain righteousness through human efforts, ceremonies, and ritual.

The true Gospel is unmerited favor from God.
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THE GOSPEL MESSAGE IS GRACE PLUS NOTHING!
When the Law—even God’s own Law—is added to His grace, His grace ceases 
to be grace and becomes works of some kind. Rom. 11:6
The most destructive dangers to the church have never been atheism, pagan 
religions, or cults that openly deny Scripture such as Islam, Buddhism, or 
Hinduism. 
 But rather, legalistic pseudo-Christian groups that accept some biblical truth 

so that their unbiblical doctrines seem somewhat insignificant; like 
Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witness, Seventh Day Adventism, Christian Science, 
and the Worldwide Church of God.

 It is impossible to forsake the Gospel of grace without forsaking the Lord 
Himself; so Paul called Timothy to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus” (2 Tim. 2:1), and testified to his own life in grace (1 Cor. 15:10).

We are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.
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PAUL’S WISE WARNING
REGARDING THE FALSE TEACHERS v. 7

 The distorted teachings of the Judaizers presumed to be a form of the 
Gospel, but Paul declares that their “different gospel” (v. 6) was really 
not another gospel at all—it was in fact a lie. 

 Works do not and cannot save you. Every true believer will produce 
good works as a result of God’s saving grace and power working in 
them (Eph. 2:10; James 2:14-26), but we do not do good works to earn 
or keep our salvation. 

 Trying to add in some “law” does not simply pollute grace, but reverses 
and destroys it. 

 Whenever the simple Gospel of salvation by grace through faith is 
perverted, the church is unsettled. Titus 1:10-11
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PAUL’S WARNING OF GOD’S DESTRUCTION v. 8-9 
 Although the particular heresy of the Judaizers was legalism, Paul’s 

warning applies equally to the opposite perversion of libertinism or 
antinomianism which, under the guise of freedom in Christ, removes 
all standards of righteousness and morality. Jude 1:4

 Kind lies are still spiritually deadly. Many false religions are attractive 
because they emotionally appeal to love, brotherhood, unity, and false 
harmony. 

 False teachers not only should not be believed or followed, but should 
be left to God’s judgment to be accursed. “Accursed” translates as 
anathema, which refers to that which is devoted to destruction. 

VERDICT: DO NOT MESS WITH THE MESSAGE OF GRACE!
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