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FACING FAMINE, FUELING FAITH
GENESIS 43

1. FIRST, WE SEE PROCRASTINATION—DELAYING THE 
OBVIOUS AND INEVITABLE v. 1-10

 God is using this serious famine to fuel faith—the 
sons of Jacob are forced by God to return with 
Benjamin to Egypt for audience with Joseph. 

 Men, in this passage you can see the danger of not 
leading in your home and living in unrighteousness.
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2. THE SERIOUS STRUGGLES 
CAUSED BY UNBELIEF v. 11-15

 Jacob’s response is one of unbelief and mistrust. 
This kind of response certainly doesn’t sound like 
the Jacob of Bethel who claimed the promises of 
God and had angels caring for him! 

 His feelings of grief and despair had almost 
extinguished his faith.

 Jacob is acting as the controller and not the one 
who fully trusts El Shaddai, the All-sufficient One!
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3. THE TRANSITION TO TRUSTING 
THE LORD v. 16-34

The nine brothers had enough to think about on their 
trip without pondering their father’s chronic grief. In 
fact, they faced three difficult problems for which they 
had no human answers—they would need to trust the 
Lord!
  Explaining to the officials why they had the money
  Gaining Simeon’s release from prison
  Protecting Benjamin and getting him home to Jacob
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SOME ADDITIONAL LESSONS 
FOR GROWTH FROM THIS PASSAGE

The New Testament reteaches these lessons:
 Beware of false peace and joy. Luke 17:26-30
 Beware of false repentance and confession, it will 

not bring about reconciliation with God or with one 
another. Prov. 14:12

 Beware of false security in the things of this world. 
Luke 12:16-21
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THE BIG REVEAL
 The final act in this drama will bring everything to a 

head and, oddly enough, the activity will center 
around Benjamin, the young man whom his brothers 
thought was above suspicion and beyond danger.

 Joseph is almost forty now, and Benjamin is a young 
man. 

 This reminds us of a day yet future when Messiah 
will reveal Himself to His brethren, the Jewish 
people. Zech. 13:6-9
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FINALLY, WE SEE JOSEPH’S INSIDE INFO
There are some things about this meal that the brothers 
would have noticed had they not been so frightened. 
 Joseph did not eat with the Egyptians. 
 Joseph arranged the place cards, and he put Reuben 

in his proper place. He put Benjamin in his proper 
place. And all the brothers were in their right order, 
according to their ages. 

If we let it, famine can strengthen our faith!
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