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THE PROMISE: BLESSINGS AND GOODNESS
GENESIS 46

Jacob is now 130 years old; and during those years, he 
had learned many important lessons about God, himself, 
other people, and especially, his sons. 
 Some of those lessons in the school of life had been 

difficult to learn, and Jacob hadn’t always passed every 
test successfully. 

 But now, thanks mostly to God’s goodness, and to 
some degree Joseph’s faithfulness, Jacob will reap a 
rich harvest in Egypt during the next seventeen years.
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I. FIRST, WE SEE GOD’S PROMISE v. 1-4
God is faithful even when we are faithless. 2 Tim. 2:13
 God was asking Jacob/Israel to move. Perhaps Jacob 

was fearful because he remembered that his 
grandfather Abraham had gotten into serious trouble 
by going to Egypt. Gen. 12:10

 The Lord came that night and assured him that it was 
safe for him and his family to relocate: “Jacob, Jacob!”

 But if He sends you, He will also bring you home; just 
as He reminded the prophet Isaiah 1,000 years later. 
Isa. 43:1-6
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HE IS LORD OF ALL
 God wanted to remind Jacob/Israel that He wasn’t 

limited to the land of Canaan for He’s the Lord of all 
the earth—including Egypt. Josh. 3:11; Psalm 83:18

 God would go with Jacob to Egypt and be with him to 
bless him; just as He had been with Joseph and 
blessed him in spite of how he got there. Gen. 39:2, 21

 So why did God want Jacob’s family to live in Egypt? 
It would be where the faith of the Jewish people 

would be tried, tested, and refined!
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II. NEXT, WE SEE GOD’S BLESSINGS v. 5-27
 This band of Semitic migrants would eventually bring 

blessing to the whole world—just as is promised in 
Gen. 12:1-3—by Christ Jesus, our Lord.

 The blessing of the covenant would be to Jacob a 
huge family!

 The list of the children of Leah (v. 8-15), followed by 
the families of Zilpah (v. 16-18), Rachel (v. 19-22), and 
Bilhah (v. 23-25), a total of seventy people. Children 
are a blessing from the Lord. Psalm 127; Prov. 17:6
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III. GOD’S AMAZING GOODNESS v. 28-34
The brothers had been reunited with Joseph, but now 
Jacob would meet him after twenty-two years. 
 When we do things God’s way, we experience:
• His precious promises
• His abundant blessings 
• His amazing goodness

With their past behind the children of Israel, God 
could do what He always wanted to do: bless them.
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