


OUR GLORIOUS HOPE
2 CORINTHIANS 5:1-8

Our hope is not the hope of this earth or anything on this 
earth–it is the hope of heaven.
 It is the hope of our metamorphosis, or transformation, 

and has more wonders for us than we can imagine. 
 The first part of the picture shows us our physical 

reality today: “For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved...” v. 1a. We dwell in a 
tabernacle; our body is likened to a worn out tent!
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THE TENT REPLACEMENT PLAN
 Paul is absolutely sure of his immediate new body in 

heaven—no guessing and no purgatory to work it out 
over a few millennia. 

What actually happens to the believer at death? 
 Are we disrobed of our body and soul, left naked, and 

launched into eternity? Surely not! 1 Cor. 15
 We get a new body—the resurrection body of the Lord 

Jesus is described as “His glorious body” Phil. 3:21—
and we are assured that our new body will be like His. 
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IT’S A WHOLE NEW YOU!
A house is certainly something more permanent and 
enduring than a tent. The word Paul uses for a “building”
is oikodomo. 
 A building suggests a strong, well-founded, permanent 

structure. Yet it is “a house not made with hands.”
 He uses the word acheiropoiçtos; also used to describe 

divine, heavenly workmanship. Mark 14:58, Col. 2:11 
We go from groaning in our tents

to glorying in our mansions.
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THE BEAUTY OF WHAT LIES AHEAD
Paul mentions our main concern: “. . . that being clothed 
we shall not be found naked.” v. 3. No worries, you won’t 
be a ghost! And in your new body:
 You will never experience another ache, pain, sickness, 

illness, weakness, or disease. Hosea 13:14, 1 Cor. 15:54 
 You will never be tempted nor will you ever sin again!
 You will forever be “with the Lord,” in conscious 

enjoyment, the moment you die. Phil. 1:20-23
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GOD HAS GOT THIS!
 God is able to do what He promises. Nothing is 

impossible with God!
We have a new view of death as believers. v. 6-8 
 As David said, we are “fearfully and wonderfully 

made.” Psalm 139:14 
 We are at home in our present bodies. 
 It was fashioned by omniscient genius and 

omnipotent power to house our soul and spirit. 
But these bodies are temporary!
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OUR GLORIOUS HOPE: A NEW HOME AWAITS
So long as we are at home in the body, we are absent 
from the Lord. We are in exile from our real home!
 During these days of our exile, “we walk by faith, not 

by sight.”
 Not surprisingly, the great “faith chapter” of the New 

Testament has a passage that illustrates this.
Heb. 11:8-16
One day we will step out of time and into eternity—

absent from the body and present with the Lord!
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