


WHAT MOTIVATES YOU?
2 CORINTHIANS 5:9-21

OK, our hope is not the hope of this earth or anything on 
this earth . . . so, what are you working for while you are 
still here?
 Our aim is to please the Lord; that should be the great 

focus of our lives. Paul himself was driven with this 
holy ambition: Christ first in absolutely everything.

 At issue here is what each believer has done with his 
life, resources, gifts, and opportunities from the time 
of his salvation to the time of his death.
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LET’S LOOK AT THE MOTIVES
FOR OUR LIVES AND LIVING

 We ambitiously labor for the King. v. 9
 Someday we must all appear before the King. v. 10
 We must persuade men of the reality of meeting 

the King (v. 11-13). We must be preparing for the 
Judgment Seat of Christ.

 We must ignore the criticisms of men. v. 13 
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DEEPER MOTIVATIONS
 The King died for us; we should die for Him. V. 14
 The King died for us so that we might live for Him. 

V. 15-17
 The King died that we might share in the new 

creation. v. 16-17
 The King died to make “all things new,” so we also 

have a new view of people around us. 
 The King died to make us one people.
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THE KING’S MISSION v. 18-21
 The first key idea in this paragraph is reconciliation. We 

have been reconciled back to God; our status changed.
 A second key idea in this section is imputation. We 

have Christ’s righteousness in our account now.
 Jesus was treated by God as though He had actually 

committed your sins and mine.
 Justification . . . as far as our records are concerned, we 

share the righteousness of Jesus Christ! Our sense of 
guilt and shame are gone.
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THIS IS HOLY GROUND v. 21
 The affirmations made here are that Christ was sinless, 

that He was a sinless sacrifice, and that He was a 
substitutionary sinless sacrifice. 

 The sin offering and the burnt offering give us a clue to 
the meaning of this verse. 

 In the sin offering, all the vileness of the sinner was 
symbolically transferred to the sacrifice; whereas in the 
burnt offering, all the virtue of the sacrifice was 
symbolically transferred to the substitute. 
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THIS IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE CROSS AT CALVARY

 The Lord Jesus—the sinless, spotless Lamb of God—
took upon Himself all our sins, indeed, the sins of the 
whole world. 

 As Paul puts it here, Jesus our Savior was “made sin”
for us. When God sees us, He sees His Son’s sacrifice 
and is completely satisfied. 

What motivates us? The King’s sacrifice for us paid the 
price for our sin. In response, we should live for Him!
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