
PERSECUTOR TO PASTOR 
GALATIANS 1:10-24

Where did Paul’s boldness come from? That uber-conviction of the truth 
of the Gospel leading to receiving the grace of God by faith.
Like Paul’s, our freedom in Christ was and is a threat to those who found 
safety in conformity, religion, and tradition instead of a liberating grace-
filled relationship!
I. FIRST, WE SEE PAUL THE PERSECUTOR v. 13-14
 Paul begins with his past conduct as an unconverted Jewish rabbi. 

For a vivid account of these years from Paul’s own lips, you can 
read Acts 9, 22, and 26.

 His job was killing Christians. How real must the Gospel be if it was 
powerful enough to convert a Christian-killing Pharisee?
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II. NEXT, WE SEE PAUL THE PERSON 
v. 15-16b, 24 

 Having discussed his past character and conduct, Paul now explains 
his conversion; for, after all, this was the crucial thing in his life, as it 
is for each of us.
A.  God did it. v. 15a, 16a

“It pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me.”
B.  God did it by grace through faith. v. 15b
C.  God did it solely through Christ. v. 16a
D.  God did it also for the sake of others. v. 16b
E.  God did it for His own glory. v. 24
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III. FINALLY, WE SEE PAUL THE PASTOR 
v. 16c-23

The logical thing for Paul to have done after his conversion was to 
introduce himself to the church at Jerusalem and profit from the 
evangelical spiritual instruction of those who had been “in Christ.”
 But this he did not do, and his decision was by the Holy Spirit. 
 Paul’s task was to carry the Gospel to the Gentile masses (Acts 

22:21-22; Eph. 3:1-8); God sends a Pharisee—a religious Hebrew—
to preach the grace of God to the Gentiles.

 God indeed has a sense of humor.
 He had to BOLDLY GO where no Jewish man had gone before—Star 

Trek-style—nor would any Jew ever go unless God sent him!
4



WHERE DID PAUL GO?
Where did God send this Hebrew pastor?

1.  He went to Arabia, to Gentiles. v. 17b
2.  He went back to Damascus, again to Gentiles. v. 17c
3.  He finally did visit Jerusalem, to Jews. v. 18-20

This was three years after his conversion, and his
main purpose was to visit Peter and James, Jesus’
half-brother, for 15 days.

4.  He returned home to Tarsus, again to Gentiles. v. 21-23
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PASTOR PAUL’S MESSAGE: THE GOSPEL
 Paul did not invent the Gospel, he “received” it.

Rom. 1:5; 1 Cor. 11:23, 15:3 
 At the time of Paul’s conversion, God said He would appear to him 

in the future (Acts 26:16), apparently for the purpose of revealing 
His truths to him. 

 This means that the Christ of the four gospels and the Christ of the 
epistles is the same Person; there is no conflict between Christ and 
Paul. 

 In Paul’s day, the message was: the Gospel plus Moses and the 
Torah.

 There is only one Gospel—receive it, believe, and be free. 
John 8:36, 14:6
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