
A STELLAR COMMENDATION
GALATIANS 2:1-10

Are you willing to fight for what you believe?
 Are you willing to simply be a God-pleaser, no matter what happens? 

Gal. 1:10; 1 Thess. 4:1-2
 Had Paul been unwilling to wage this spiritual warfare, the church in 

the first century might have become only a Jewish sect preaching a 
mixture of law and grace. 

 Because of Paul’s courage, the Gospel of grace alone, by faith alone, 
in Christ alone was kept free from the bondage of a dangerous 
mixture of legalism + the Law + grace, and it was carried to the 
Gentiles with great freedom.
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WHO ARE THESE THREE GUYS?
 Paul, of course, is the great apostle to the Gentiles; author of 13 of 

the 27 books of the New Testament—14 if you include Hebrews—
31.57% of all the words in it, nearly 1/3 of the whole N.T. And, it is 
Paul who clearly articulates 100% of all orthodox theology.

 Barnabas was one of Paul’s closest friends. In fact, when Paul tried to 
get into the fellowship of the Jerusalem church, it was Barnabas who 
opened the way for him (Acts 9:26-28). The name Barnabas means 
“son of encouragement.”

 Titus was a Gentile believer who worked with Paul and apparently 
was won to Christ through the apostle’s ministry. Titus 1:4

 Peter, John, and James—these men were the “apostles and elders”
of Acts 15.

These six men were the “pillars” of the church in Jerusalem.
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1. FIRST, THERE IS A PRIVATE MEETING v. 1-2
ACTS 14 & 15

Paul and Barnabas had returned to Antioch from their first missionary 
journey, excited about the way God had “opened the door of faith unto 
the Gentiles.” Acts 14:27
 The Jewish religious legalists went crazy: Salvation by grace apart from 

the Law? There is no way it’s that easy!
 When Paul and Barnabas confronted these men with the truth of the 

Gospel, the result was a heated argument. Acts 15:2 
 The Lord gave Paul the wisdom to meet with the leaders first so that 

they would be able to present a united front at the public meetings.
 But this private meeting was only the beginning of the battle for grace.
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2. THE VERY PUBLIC BATTLE FOR GRACE v. 3-5
Salvation by grace and through faith has been a battle since the 
founding of the Church.
 The historical account of the Council of Jerusalem is recorded by 

Luke (Acts 15:6-21). Several witnesses presented the case for the 
Gospel of the grace of God, beginning with Peter (Acts 15:7-11).

 In His death on the cross, Jesus had broken down the barriers 
between Jews and Gentiles (Eph. 2:11-22), so that in Christ there are 
no racial differences, nor is there any work on our part—including all 
the religious requirements of Judaism. Gal. 3:28

 Ever since Paul’s time, the enemies of grace have been trying to add 
something to the simple Gospel of the grace of God.
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3. GOD’S PERSONAL CONFIRMATION v. 6-10
 Paul makes it clear that he himself did not need—nor was he 

impressed, either—by the persons or positions of the church leaders. 
 When the Spirit is at work, there is agreement and unity; one Gospel 

would be preached to both Jews and Gentiles.
 Yet there were many different ways to minister the one true Gospel 

without changing the message itself.
 In view here is perhaps the clearest reason for the differences in the 

body of Christ that we know as denominationalism—different 
strokes for different folks. Some people love the robe and collar, or 
jacket and tie; some love Hawaiian ephods!
• Colored lights or candles; organ or shredding electric guitar

6



DIFFERENT METHODS, NOT A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
 Peter and Paul would both preach the same Gospel, and the same 

Lord would be at work in and through them (Gal. 2:8), but they would 
minister to different peoples and in different ways. 

 Previously, Paul explained his independence from the apostles (Gal. 1).
Now in Gal. 2, he points out his interdependence with the apostles. 

 Even otherwise correct doctrine is never a substitute for a false gospel 
that lacks Christian love and duty. James 2:14-17

 Paul was willing to fight for the Gospel. May we be warriors from the 
freedom we have in Christ!

So that we might have a stellar commendation 
from both God and man.
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