
JUST AS IF I NEVER SINNED
GALATIANS 2:11-21

How can a sinner ever be right with a holy God? The doctrine of justification 
by faith alone in Christ alone—God’s answer to the guilt of our sin!
 Paul spoke this same truth to the Roman Christians. Rom. 3:21-26
 The truth is every last human is guilty of sin—missing God’s mark of 

perfection. Consequently, every person tries in some way to alleviate his or 
her guilt. 

 Since the time of Cain and Abel, the two divergent lines of works and faith 
have characterized man’s religious life. 

 Both before and during the time of the covenants, men were saved by faith 
resulting in grace, never by works; including Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, 
Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, the godly judges, kings, prophets, and 
every other Old Testament saint. Heb. 11
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I. FIRST, WE SEE PETER’S RELAPSE v. 11-13
 Apparently, sometime after the important conference described 

in Acts 15, Peter came from Jerusalem to Antioch, and we see 
Peter walking in FREEDOM.

 It is one thing for us to defend a doctrine in a church meeting and 
quite something else to put it into practice in everyday life. Peter’s 
freedom was threatened by Peter’s FEAR. 

 Peter’s fear of man and what man thought led to Peter’s FALL.
There are two tragedies to Peter’s fall: 
• First, it made him a hypocrite. 
• Second, it led others astray with him.
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II. PAUL’S REBUKE OF PETER v. 14-21
There are five basic Christian doctrines that were being 
denied by Peter because of his separation from the Gentiles. 
1.  There is actually only one true church. v. 14
2.  Justification by faith v. 15-16
3.  Faith resulting in grace produces freedom from the Law. 

v. 17-18
4.  The very heart of the Gospel itself v. 19-20
5.  The amazing grace of God v. 21
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JUSTIFIED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH IN CHRIST
 Law says, “DO!” Grace says, “DONE!” “It is finished!” was Christ’s 

victory cry (John 19:30). “For by grace are you saved through faith.”
(Eph. 2:8).

Are you rejoicing in the fact that you are justified by faith in Christ?
 It brings great peace to the heart to know that we permanently have 

a right standing before God. Rom. 5:1 
 Just think, the righteousness of Christ has been put to our account! 

God has not only declared that we are righteous in Christ, but He 
deals with us as though we have never sinned at all! 

 We need never fear judgment because our sins have already been 
judged in Christ on the cross; no condemnation ever!! Rom. 8:1
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TRUE LIBERTY FROM GUILT!
 Liberty does not mean license; rather, it means the freedom in Christ 

to enjoy Him and to become what He has determined for us to be. 
Eph. 2:10

 Our justification leads not only to “freedom to do,” but also 
“freedom not to do.” 

 We are no longer in bondage to sin and the Law. 
 Are you enjoying your freedom from guilt because you have been 

justified by faith and can never have those charges brought against 
you? 

 It’s His blood that cleanses me; and now that I am justified, my guilt is 
gone!

IT TRULY IS JUST AS IF I HAD NEVER SINNED AT ALL!
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