
BEWITCHED
GALATIANS 3:1-5

HOW EASILY ARE YOU SWAYED!
 Defection and desertion to legalism and the Law are 

contemptible because they involve disloyalty and betrayal to 
faith resulting in grace.

 Few things are more tragic or disappointing than a Christian who 
deserts the purity of the Gospel for a false form of Christianity 
that presumes to improve on the finished work of Christ. 

 When we abandon simple faith—no matter what the reason—
we become double-minded, doubters of anything and 
everything. James 1:6-8
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REASONS FOR RUNNING FROM FAITH AND GRACE
 Formalism, substituting external ceremonies and rites for the 

internal reality of personal sanctification and growth.
 A system of legalism and works/righteousness of do’s and don’ts, 

proudly hoping to improve their standing before God by doing or 
not doing certain things. 

 Spiritual secrets to unlock some higher plane of spirituality, an 
additional newer experience of emotion and fervor.

 Intellectualism and higher criticism.
 Denominationalism and a man-made set of ideals for true biblical 

orthodoxy and orthopraxy.
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PAUL’S PERSONAL EXPERIENCE
 The key to this section is in the word suffered (Gal. 3:4), which can and 

should be translated as “experienced.”
 Subjective experience must be balanced with objective evidence, 

because experiences can change, but truth never changes. 
 In calling them “fools”—dumbheaded—Paul is not violating Christ’s 

words in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:22); raca—verbal abuse of 
a brother aiming to harm and being in danger of judgment—because 
two different words are used and two different ideas are expressed.

 Foolish in Galatians 3:1 means “spiritually dull” (see Luke 24:25), while 
the word Jesus used carries the idea of “a godless person.” 

 Personal experience—they were being dummies in need of a rebuke!
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THE POWER OF THE TRINITY AT WORK
1. THEY SAW GOD THE SON v. 1 
 It was “Christ and Him crucified” that Paul had preached in 

Galatia, and with such effectiveness that the people could almost 
see Jesus crucified for them on the cross.

 The words “clearly portrayed” translate a Greek word that means 
“publicly portrayed, or announced on a poster.”

 They saw the risen Lord—nothing could have been clearer!
 We have seen the work of the risen Lord in the countless lives of 

those who have professed him.
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2. THEY RECEIVED GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT v. 2-4
 The real evidence of conversion is not tongues; it is the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. Rom. 8:9
 The Holy Spirit convicts the lost sinner and reveals Christ to him. 

John 16:7-11
 The sinner can resist the Spirit (Acts 7:51), or yield to the Spirit and 

trust Jesus Christ. 
 When the sinner believes in Christ, he is then born of the Spirit 

(John 3:1-8) and receives new life. 
 He is also baptized by the Spirit so that he becomes a part of the 

spiritual body of Christ. 1 Cor. 12:12-14 
 The believer is sealed by the Spirit (Eph. 1:13-14) as a guarantee 

that he will one day share in the glory of Christ.
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ADDITIONAL WORKS OF THE SPIRIT
 The Christian should walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 25) by reading 

the Word, praying, serving, giving, and obeying God’s will. 
 If he disobeys God, then he is grieving the Spirit. Eph. 4:30 
 If we persist in doing this, we may quench the Spirit.

1 Thess. 5:19 
 Believers should be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18-21), which 

simply means “overflowing with and controlled by the Spirit.” 
 This is a continuous experience, like drinking water from a fresh 

stream. John 7:37-39
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3. THEY EXPERIENCED MIRACLES FROM 
GOD THE FATHER v. 5

 The He in this verse refers to the Father as the One who 
ministers the Spirit and “works miracles among you.”

 The Father continues to supply the Spirit in power and blessing, 
and this is done by faith and not by the works of the Law. 

 The phrase among you can also be translated within you. 

Don’t let anybody bewitch you into a life in the flesh.
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