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LIFE IN EGYPT
GENESIS 47

I. EGYPT’S PHARAOH AND JOSEPH’S BROTHERS v. 1-6
 Knowing that the Egyptians were prejudiced 

against shepherds, Joseph’s emphasis was on the 
herds of cattle and not the flocks of sheep. 

 They didn’t lie about their occupation, but were 
honest and aboveboard with Pharaoh.

 When we are beyond reproach, the world stands 
up and takes notice—even Egyptians. 1 Tim. 3:7
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II. EGYPT’S PHARAOH AND 
JOSEPH’S FATHER v. 7-10

 How we conduct ourselves before people who do not 
know Jesus matters!

 The first thing Jacob did was to bless Pharaoh in the 
name of his God, and he also blessed Pharaoh at the 
close of their interview. 

 Jacob was a great example of how a true believer is 
to relate to those who are outside the family of God. 
1 Peter 2:11-17
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BEING A GREAT EXAMPLE TO PHARAOH
 Beloved, how much more effect would the body of 

Christ have in the world if we stopped shouting insults 
and shooting the lost, and honored and loved them? 

 In spite of his failings, and we all have them, Jacob 
brought God’s blessing wherever he went.

 There are many metaphors in the Bible to describe 
the Christian’s life—a battle, a race, a trap, a puzzle; 
Jacob’s metaphor was a pilgrimage. Heb. 11:13-16
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III. EGYPT’S PHARAOH AND
JOSEPH’S PEOPLE v. 11-27 

 Pharaoh allowed Joseph’s family to settle in the best 
part of the land of Egypt, where they were better 
cared for; and the native Egyptians had to pay dearly 
to sustain their own lives. 

 And what were the people of Israel doing while the 
Egyptians were declining? Multiplying! Exodus 1:7

 Turning into a great nation and the sands of the seas 
in number! By the time Moses led the nation out of 
Egypt, the Jews numbered at least 2 million people.
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SOME FINAL LESSONS FROM EGYPT
 Even though Pharaoh was a pagan ruler who 

worshiped a multitude of false gods, the Lord worked 
in his heart and used him to care for Jacob and his 
family. Prov. 21:1 

 In Egypt, we see a grandfather’s inheritance from a 
faithful God. 2 Tim. 2:13

 In Egypt, Jacob plans his burial to glorify God. v. 28-31
God is faithful . . . even if we live in Egypt!
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