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GROWING TO THE END
GENESIS 48

This chapter gives us further evidence of the spiritual 
growth of Jacob. 
 He has come a long, long way since his early days 

as a heel catcher, schemer, deceiver . . . what he 
used to be. We all have a “what we used to be”! 
1 Cor. 6:7-11

 Growth is the daily goal of every believer. 
Eph. 4:17-24
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WE SEE JACOB GLORIFYING GOD v. 1-20
Jacob has come a long way from his days as a schemer.
 We see now the faith of Jacob shining. 
 He is now trusting God daily. 
 He is not boasting or trusting his flesh. 
 He didn’t talk about the difficulties of life; he spoke 

about God Almighty and what He had done for him.
 Jacob is finishing well! 2 Tim. 4:6-8
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GOD KEEPS ALL HIS PROMISES 
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God made the promise to the line of the patriarchs—
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the Abrahamic covenant. 
Gen. 17
There are three specific points to the covenant: 
1.  The nation—Israel, the descendants of Jacob
2.  The land—the land of Canaan
3.  The blessing—the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ
All through the 12 tribes—13 minus the Levites.



JACOB SHARES HIS BLESSINGS v. 17-21
 Joseph received an unexpected gift that day:

a piece of land that Jacob had taken in battle 
from the Amorites. 

 We see in Jacob that it is often over time we 
experience the fruit of the Spirit developing. 

 We are all still being transformed; it is a process 
not an event or a moment in time! 2 Cor. 3:17-18

 In v. 17-18, for the fifth time in the Book of 
Genesis, we see a reversal of the birth order.
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SOME GREAT SPIRITUAL TRUTHS 
 God wants us to be in the Spirit and has no regard for 

our flesh.
 Never will our flesh be good enough. 
 There must be the new birth for there to be new life.
 God has no interest in our tradition and customs. 
 Even our service to God must be a work of the Spirit!

God very patiently dealt with Jacob, and He will 
deal very patiently with you and me.
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