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WHAT’S UP, ISRAEL? – PART 1
GENESIS 49:1-11

One of the most fascinating and most difficult portions of 
Genesis is chapter 49, in which Jacob gives his last words 
concerning his sons and the twelve tribes that would 
descend from them—THE NATION ISRAEL.
 The bulk of this passage is like the prophecy of Noah 

concerning his three sons (Gen. 9:24-27), stemming from 
the actual behavior and character of his sons and yet also 
outlining the general future of the three streams of 
nations of which they were to become forebears.
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IS THIS A BLESSING OR NOT?
Chapter 49 is usually titled in our Bibles “Jacob Blesses His 
Sons,” but Jacob used the word “bless” only referring to 
Joseph. v. 25-26
 Three of the sons learned that their past conduct had cost 

them their future inheritance (v. 3-7), for we always reap 
what we sow. Galatians 6

 Jacob’s prophetic words were a great encouragement in 
Egypt and the wilderness.

 Here we also find in Jacob’s “last will and testament” a 
beautiful revelation of the grace of God.
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THE SONS OF LEAH 
God gave Jacob six sons by Leah, the wife whom he 
didn’t want. Gen. 29:31-35, 30:14-21 
 She was distinguished by being the mother of Levi, 

who founded the priestly tribe; and Judah, the 
father of the royal tribe.

 Reuben (Gen. 49:3-4)
“Unstable as water,” (v. 4) speaks of his 
recklessness, turbulence, and weakness.
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Simeon and Levi (Gen. 49:5-7)
 Reuben’s costly sin was lust, but Simeon and Levi were 

guilty of anger and violence in their unrestrained 
massacre of the Shechemites. Gen. 34:25-31

 The tribe of Simeon was eventually absorbed into the 
tribe of Judah (Josh. 19:1- 9), and the tribe of Levi was 
given forty-eight towns to live in, scattered throughout 
the land. Ch. 21

 Indeed, the brothers were “divided in Jacob and 
scattered in Israel.”
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Judah (Gen. 49:8-11)
 Jacob had paraded the sins of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, 

but he said nothing about Judah’s suggestion that the 
brothers sell Joseph as a slave. v. 37:26-27

 The name Judah and the Hebrew word for “praise” are 
very similar (v. 29:35), and Judah did finally live up to his 
name.

 He founded the royal tribe that gave Israel their kings, 
some of whom were godly leaders, and that ultimately 
brought Jesus Christ into the world. Heb. 7:14
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THE GREAT MESSIANIC PROPHECY
“Until Shiloh Comes” v. 10

Judah is the son to whom the role of national leadership falls. His 
name means “He for whom Yahweh is praised.” v. 8
 Rev. 5:5 shows us the resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus 

Christ as the “lion of the tribe of Judah.”
 The sovereign, messianic king will rule with the roar of a 

strong, powerful lion. 
 The “scepter” is the symbol of royal authority, rule, and 

dominion or power. 
 In 2 Samuel 7:13, Yahweh—the Lord—explains to David that 

He will set up one of David’s descendants as king.
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ISRAEL BRINGS FORTH SHILOH
The fulfillment of the promise to Judah is when Shiloh comes. 
Gen. 49:10c-12
 Shiloh is the man of rest, the giver of rest, or “rest-bringer.” 
 The Heb. word Shiloh comes from shalah, “to have rest.” 

Therefore, the sovereignty of Judah’s rule reaches its 
highest point in the Messiah. 

 Who is this giver of rest? The “Prince of Peace.” Isa. 9:6
 The Prince of Peace will reign as King of kings forever and 

ever according to Rom. 5:1; Rev. 11:15, 5:5-14; Eze. 21:27
. . . until Shiloh comes again.
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