


ENCOURAGING LEADERS
2 CORINTHIANS 6:1-10

We are workers together on a mission: To make 
disciples of all nations through the preaching of the 
one true Gospel.
 Paul was the consummate encourager of others in 

ministry through his life and living, his dedication to 
the mission . . . no cost was too great.

 He had fulfilled the work of the “ambassador”
described in 2 Cor. 5:18-21.
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HOW COULD THE GOSPEL EVER BE VAIN?
 “Vain” is from kenon, “empty, without content, 

without result or useless”; it implies counterfeit.
1 Cor. 15:14, 58; Gal. 2:2; Phil. 2:16; 1 Thess. 3:5

 To believe a truncated, false, or partial gospel meant 
to believe “in vain.” 1 Cor. 15:2 

 In Isaiah, God announced that the gospel of salvation 
would be universally offered not only to Israel but also 
to the Gentiles (Isa. 49:6) . . . but you still must receive 
and believe the good news.
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PAUL, THE EXTRAORDINARY, 
ENCOURAGING EXAMPLE

 Paul encouraged early church leaders through the trials he 
had endured for them. 2 Cor. 6:4-5 
• Afflictions are trials under pressure, when you are 

pressed down by circumstances. 
• Necessities are the everyday hardships of life.
• Distresses refer to experiences that push us into a corner 

where there seems to be no escape.
 Paul endured all these things because he was teaching the 

truth and preaching the one gospel message.
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PAUL ALSO ENCOURAGED THEM 
WITH HIS TESTIMONY v. 8-10

Paul’s testimony is a series of paradoxes.
Paul’s enemies gave an evil report of him as a man who 
was a dishonorable deceiver. 
 But God gave a good report of Paul as a man who was 

honorable and true.
 Paul was well known and yet, at the same time, 

unknown.
 Paul was poor and, at the same time, rich
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SOME ADDITIONAL CONTRASTS
 Encouragement may be sorrowful at times, but we are 

by no means sad—“as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing.”
2 Cor. 6:10a

 We may be beggars, but we are by no means bankrupt—
“as poor, yet making many rich.” 2 Cor. 6:10b

 We may be penniless, but we are never poor—“having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things.” 2 Cor. 6:10c
As we lead, others will follow. Let’s make sure we are 

encouraging others to follow Jesus!
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