


SANCTIFIED AND SEPARATE
2 CORINTHIANS 6:11-18

FIRST, WE SEE PAUL’S APPEAL FOR SEPARATION 
 Some overly zealous Christians have turned separation into 

religious isolation, so their fellowship has become so narrow 
they can’t even get along with themselves. 

 The opposite extreme position is believers who have torn 
down the walls of holiness and will fellowship with anybody, 
regardless of what he believes or how he lives. 

Paul presents three thoughts about why we must separate 
ourselves from that which is contrary to God’s will.
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1. WHAT KIND OF NATURE DO YOU HAVE?
It is nature that often determines our associations and 
inclinations. Example: pigs, sheep, and eagles
 The Christian possesses a divine nature! 2 Peter 1:3-4
 We should want to intimately associate only with that 

which pleases the Lord—and not be unequally yoked 
(Deut. 22:10). We must be true to our new nature!

 When we try to walk with the world and with the Lord 
at the same time, we break spiritual fellowship and 
create war, discord, and division. Gal. 5:16-18
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NO COEXISTING
Paul saw believers and unbelievers in stark contrast to 
each other. 1 John 1:5-6, 2:15-17
 Righteousness—Unrighteousness
 Light—Darkness
 Christ Jesus the Lord—Belial, the Devil, Satan
 Fidelity, Belief, Faith—Infidelity, Unbelief, Flesh
 God’s Holy Temple—Heathen Idols 
As warring polar opposites, not compatible in any way.
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2. SEPARATION IS A COMMAND, 
NOT A SUGGESTION V. 17

 Separation is not just a negative act of departure, it is also 
a positive act of dedication and sanctification to the Lord.

 We are to have attention to holiness. This is an unpopular 
message in our largely post-Christian country and culture 
where tolerance for everything is king.

 Yet God’s command of separation is found throughout 
Scripture. Num. 33:50-56; Matt. 16:6-11; John 17:14-17;
Rom 12:1-2; Rev. 2:14-16
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3. DO YOU WANT GOD’S BLESSING? 
 God becomes our Father when we trust Jesus Christ as 

our Savior, but He cannot be to us a Father unless we 
obey Him and fellowship with Him. God will not bless our 
sin, but He will bless our separation and sanctification.

 Because of God’s gracious promises, we have some 
spiritual responsibilities. 2 Cor. 7:1

 We must clean up our own lives and get rid of those 
things that make it easy for us to sin.

Take out the trash in your life!
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DON’T JUST DEAL WITH SYMPTOMS
 We keep confessing the same sins because we have not 

gotten to the root of the trouble and “cleansed ourselves.”
 Perhaps there is “filthiness of the flesh,” some pet sin that 

feeds the old nature. Rom. 13:14
 Or it may be “filthiness of the spirit,” an attitude that is 

sinful. 

We should be sinning less, sanctified and separate,
if we want God’s best in our lives.
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