


ENCOURAGING RESTORATION 
AND RECONCILIATION

2 CORINTHIANS 7:1-16
The key to encouraging reconciliation and restoration is 
personal holiness.
 “The promises” in v. 1 refer to God’s assurances of His 

presence (v. 6:16) and fellowship (v. 6:17b-18) to those 
who obey Him, walking in holiness.

 Interestingly, holy has the same root as wholly; it means 
complete. A person is not complete in spiritual stature if all 
his mind, heart, soul, and strength are not given to God.
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CLIMBING HOLY STAIRS
We are all supposed to be climbing higher and higher in 
holiness; for us, the true “holy stairs” are those described 
in 2 Peter 1:5-7.
 When we are climbing the right way, peace with others 

will be a byproduct. “Pursue peace with all people, and 
holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.”
Hebrews 12:14

 In the rest of the chapter, we have an appeal for 
reconciliation to God and our fellow man! 2 Cor. 7:2-16
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1. PAUL WAS AN ENCOURAGEMENT TO 
THE CHURCH v. 2-4

Why is it so difficult to assure people of our love?
 He was willing to go through all of the trials and 

persecution for them.
 He was willing to die for them if necessary, for they were 

planted firmly in his heart. 2 Corinthians 3:1-2; 6:11-13 
 He was boasting of them to others even when they were 

criticizing him.
 What an encouragement it is when we are joyful in 

tribulation. James 1:2
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2. TITUS PERSONALLY ENCOURAGED 
PAUL v. 5-10

 The first encouragement Paul received was the coming of 
Titus after they had been separated from each other.

 Paul was encouraged by the report of repentance that 
Titus gave of his time in Corinth. 

 Do Christians need to repent? Of course we do—Jesus 
said that we do. Luke 17:3-4

 To repent means “to change one’s mind or turn around,” 
and disobedient Christians need to repent to restore our 
close fellowship with God and other believers.
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3. THE CHURCH ENCOURAGING TITUS 
v. 11-16

 They went to great lengths to actually do the will of God; 
Titus was refreshed by their fellowship. 2 Cor. 7:13 

 The Church was grateful for Titus doing the difficult work 
of restoration, and they told him so.

 In the same way, as you and I examine our own lives, we 
must determine to be a part of the answer and not a part 
of the problem.

 Climbing higher the stairs to holiness leads us to be used 
for restoration and reconciliation
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ARE YOU RESISTING GOD’S STAIRS 
TO HOLINESS?

“…you shall build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of 
stones; you shall not use an iron tool on them.” Deut. 27:5
 The problem is often the fact that we have taken out our 

iron tools of pride, bitterness, anger, jealousy, and self-
righteousness to carve God into our image—changing His 
glory into our garbage. 

 Climbing higher in holiness encourages restoration and 
reconciliation; that is what Jesus has done for us, and it is 
what we should do for each other!
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