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BLESSINGS OR A CURSE
GALATIANS 3:6-14

God’s blessings have always come by faith, and the fullness of those 
grace blessings start at salvation!
 Salvation is now and has always been belief by faith, and that faith is 

a gift from God; it is personal, internal, and spiritual, having nothing 
to do with ceremonies, rituals, observances, good works, or externals 
of any sort. Ephesians 2:8-9

 When the Philippian jailer asked what he must do to be saved, Paul 
concisely answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be 
saved.” Acts 16:31

 Even the saints of the Old Testament were saved by faith, just the 
same as the saints of the New Testament; they simply had to wait 
awhile in paradise/Sheol/the grave.
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PAUL BEGINS WITH AN ARGUMENT FROM 
THE OLD TESTAMENT v. 6

Abraham was not saved by keeping the law—it did not even exist yet—
but by faith in the promised Messiah who would come from his own 
seed. Genesis chapters 12-17
 In Luke 16:19-31, the Lord is speaking . . . notice the two places the 

dead could be prior to Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.
 God gave the sign of circumcision to Abraham long after He had 

already declared him to be righteous because of his faith.
 The Jews of Jesus’ day put great stock in circumcision and physical 

descent from Abraham: the Mosaic law, works, and traditions—they 
thought they were good to go with God! John 8:31-44
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GENUINE FAITH LEADS TO OBEDIENT LIVING
IN BOTH THE O.T. AND THE NEW

 Abraham is not only the pattern for justification by faith, but for 
obedient living by that faith. Hebrews 11:8-19

 Like Abraham, really saved people are also really obedient people. 
James 2:18

 Abraham, as every true believer before and after him, understood 
faith as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” Hebrews 11:1 

 By faith Abraham even looked forward to Christ just as Jesus told the 
unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem. John 8:56

The blessings of God only come through faith—not traditions, 
lineage, or works—trusting those things will leave you cursed!
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THE POSITIVE HOPE: JESUS CHRIST, 
THE BLESSING v. 13-14

 Do you really want the original curse, which for us all was a life of sin 
and death, separation from God eternally?

 Turning again to the positive, Paul reminds the Jewish believers in 
Galatia of the fact that Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, 
having been made a curse for us. 

 The price He paid was the only one sufficient to redeem all of 
mankind, the “precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and 
spotless, the blood of Christ.” 1 Peter 1:19 

 Jesus did not become a curse because He was crucified, but was 
crucified because He was cursed in taking the full sin of the world 
upon Himself. 1 Peter 2:24; cf. Acts 5:30
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JESUS WAS CURSED “FOR US”
1 Corinthians 12:3 suggests that “Jesus is accursed” was a common, 
demon-inspired saying among unbelieving Jews of Jesus’ day. 

 To them, Jesus’ crucifixion was final and absolute proof that He was 
not the promised Messiah. 

 It is true Jesus was cursed, not for Himself, but for those who trust in 
Him; so the two words “for us” become the two most beautiful 
words in all of Scripture. Jesus was cursed for us—me and you.

Salvation through faith in Jesus Christ was and still is 
God’s blessing to the entire world.
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THE BLESSING IS A GIFT . . . IF YOU WANT IT!
 Finally, justification is received by appropriation; as sinners we 

gratefully receive the free gift of a full and complete cancelling of the 
curse by the gift of faith.

 Justifying faith does not have to be strong faith, it only has to be true 
faith. 

 And true faith not only brings salvation to the believer, but glory to 
God who saves you. It is what He actually wants for you!

 God does not want us to keep the state that we are born in—the 
curse—so he offers us His glorious grace by faith.

 Glory is our destiny if we want the blessing of salvation. Jude 24-25
Blessing or the curse—the choice is yours!
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