
SO, WHAT IS THE LAW FOR?
GALATIANS 3:15-22

PAUL NOW MAKES FIVE POINTS that help us understand the relationship 
between salvation by grace through faith and Mosaic Law. 

1. THE LAW CANNOT AND DID NOT CHANGE THE 
PROMISE TO ABRAHAM v. 15-18

 It is obvious that the promise to Abraham and through his seed—Jesus 
Christ—down to us today, was given about 2000 BCE; this preceded by 
five centuries the Law of Moses from 1450 BCE.

 The only persons who can change an original agreement are the 
persons who made it. So even Moses, who wrote the law, could not 
change the covenant with Abraham.
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2. THE LAW WAS TEMPORARY v. 19-20
The blessings of the Law were dependent on the meeting of certain 
conditions and responsibilities—that existed only for a time. 
 Since AD 70 there has been no temple, there are no priests, there is 

nowhere to take your offerings. 
 Furthermore, the Law had a terminus point at which it would no 

longer be how mankind would relate to God: “until the Seed [Christ] 
should come.”

 With the death and resurrection of Christ, the Law was done away 
and now its righteous demands are fulfilled in us through the Spirit—
by grace through faith. Rom. 7:4, 8:1-4
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3. THE LAW REQUIRED A MEDIATOR; 
GRACE IS A GIFT TO INDIVIDUALS 

When God gave the Law to Israel, He did it by means of angels and 
through the mediation of Moses. Israel “received the Law by the 
disposition of angels.” Acts 7:53
 This means that the nation received the Law third-hand: from God to 

angels to Moses. 
 “God is one” (Gal. 3:20) therefore there was no need for a go-

between; in this sense, God delivered grace personally through Jesus 
Christ. 

 The Law was temporary and required a mediator. The covenant of 
promise through grace was permanent, and no mediator was 
required.
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4. THE LAW IS NOT CONTRARY TO THE PROMISE v. 21-22 
Why is this true?
A.  The Law was never given to provide life. v. 21
B.  The Law was given only to reveal sin. v. 19a, 22
C.  The Law is inferior. God does not have two ways of salvation, He has 

but one—faith in Jesus Christ.
D.  Finally, the covenant of law was inferior to the promise because of 

its accomplishments. 
E.  Not until a person smashes himself against the demands of the Law 

and the accusations of conscience does he or she recognize his 
helplessness and see the need for a Savior.
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5. THE LAW TELLS US THE BAD NEWS SO GRACE 
CAN BE THE GOOD NEWS

 The ultimate purpose of confining men under sin and death was that 
the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe. v. 22

 The Law was given to bring men under sin to the point of saying, 
“Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this 
death?” Rom. 7:24 

 Grace is given to enable those who believe to say, “Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” Rom. 7:25

THE LAW SHOWS US HOW GREAT GRACE TRULY IS!
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