
PRISON TO PEACE 
GALATIANS 3:23-29

The Law could reveal sin and, to a certain extent, control behavior if 
you submitted fully to it; but the Law could not do for the sinner 
what the cross of Jesus Christ can do. 
 It is only through faith in Jesus Christ that the sinner is justified—

declared righteous—before God. 
Furthermore, the Law and the tabernacle could never give a person 
a oneness with God; it separated man from God. 
 In the days of the tabernacle, there was a fence around the 

tabernacle and a veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of 
Holies. It said: Stay out! You are not good enough, you wretched 
sinner!
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UNDER THE LAW, EVERYONE WAS
ACTUALLY IN PRISON AND PAIN v. 23-24 

 The powerful words of Paul in Romans are a good place to begin 
the consideration of man’s imprisonment before faith came. 
Rom. 1:18-21

 The purpose of the Law is to reveal and convict men of sin.
Rom. 7:7-9

 The prison and pain of our inability to keep the Law has a 
purpose: it causes guilt and shame, awareness of our problem 
with a holy God.

 The purpose of pain is to warn and protect; when that warning is 
ignored or covered up, the results are always bad.
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GUILT CAN BE A VERY GOOD THING
 Our liberal understanding of guilt is so twisted that guilt has become 

exclusively a bad thing.
 Yet, it is the divine warning system telling man he is destroying his 

soul. If ignored, the results are eternally bad.
 Guilt is supposed to make us long for God’s forgiveness and seek His 

peace—not make us run from holiness.
 The Law should have caused Israel to look forward to the Savior, just 

as we look back to the cross; but despite the fact that they could not 
keep the Law, most Jews rejected the way of faith. 

 Spiritual pride is a horrific deterrent to faith; that pride characterized 
Paul for many years before his conversion. Phil. 3:5-9
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THE LAW WAS SIMPLY INTENDED AS 
A GUARDIAN AND GUIDE v. 24

 A paidagoôgos, or “tutor,” was not exactly a teacher or 
schoolmaster proper but rather a slave employed by Greek or 
Roman families, whose duty was to supervise young boys on 
behalf of their parents. 

 They were strict disciplinarians, scolding and whipping as they 
felt it necessary. His purpose was to take care of the child only 
until he grew into adulthood, at which time the relationship was 
changed. 

 The sole purpose of the Law, as God’s divinely appointed 
tutor/paidagoôgos, was to lead men to Christ that they might 
be saved.
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IN CHRIST WE HAVE FREEDOM AND PEACE v. 25-29
 The Law was never intended to be anything more than a 

temporary means of showing men their sin and of leading them 
to the Savior; and it brought nothing but heartache and 
imprisonment of soul.

 Its internal moral demands left men ridden with guilt; its 
external ceremonies—circumcision, offerings, washings, 
sabbaths, feasts, etc.—symbolized the need for cleansing from 
that guilt. 

 Now that faith in Jesus Christ has come, a person is no longer 
under the Law as a tutor. Grace sets us free!
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WHAT WE ARE NOW
BECAUSE OF THE PEACE OF THE CROSS:
 Now we are sons of God. v. 26
 Now through the redemption of the cross, we are 

all one with all other Christians. v. 27
 Now we are joint heirs of the promise. v. 29
 Now we have peace with God.

FROM PRISON TO PEACE! 
I WILL TAKE THE PEACE OF GRACE THROUGH FAITH!
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