
1



THE TALE OF THREE COFFINS
GENESIS 50

Our final study here in Genesis!
 For every human being death isn’t an accident, it’s an 

appointment. Heb. 9:27, 28
 For saints, it is a time of rejoicing and reward, whether 

we die or He comes for us! Psalm 116:15; Col. 3:23-25 
and Rev. 22:12

 This chapter records three burials, two of them literal 
and one figurative; and all of them important.
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1. A COFFIN FOR A BELOVED FATHER v. 1-14
 First, we deal with grief v. 1, 10-11
 Making preparations for the inevitable v. 2-6
 Taking great care to do what is right
 Fulfilling the last requests of a dying man
 Paying our final respects

3



2. A COFFIN TO BURY THE PAST v. 15-21
When death invades and you’ve done all you can to honor 
the deceased and comfort the sorrowing, as hard as it may 
be, there comes a time when you have to return to life with 
its directions, decisions, and duties. 2 Sam. 12:19-23 
 The alarm in our heart goes off. v. 15
 The gentle appeal to our souls happens. v. 16-17
 Some quiet assurance comes from God. v. 18-21

Let’s believe what God says: The old life has been buried 
and we can walk in newness of life. Col. 2:13-15
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3. A COFFIN FOR A VERY SPECIAL 
BROTHER v. 22-26

 Whether you look at Joseph as a son, a brother, or an 
administrator, he was certainly an exceptional man who 
loved and served God . . . to the end. 

 God restored a broken family. v. 22-23
 God restored the family’s faith. v. 24-25; Heb. 11:22
 God would give them a future and hope. v. 26; Jer. 29:11

Joseph is still blessing us today even as we study his life 
and look forward to our future in Christ!
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