


INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF DANIEL
DANIEL 1:1-7

It has been said that without the prophecies found in the book of Daniel,  
it would almost be impossible to understand the Book of Revelation.
 Jesus Himself quotes extensively from the book of Daniel in the Olivet 

discourse (Matt. 24) in speaking with regard to the last days.
 Jesus quotes Daniel’s words and called him a prophet; that is as high 

an accolade as you can have biblically. Jesus says what Daniel wrote 
was and is truth. Mark 13:14; Matt. 24:15

 Daniel accurately predicts the coming Messiah in 536 BC as well as 
the kingdoms of the world in order of appearance, right up to our very 
day as well as the coming of the Antichrist . . . and the Tribulation.
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DANIEL THE TRANSFORMER, 
NOT CONFORMER 

The world still wants God’s people to conform to its standards and 
follow its practices; Daniel said no way in this world, just like Paul.
Romans 12:2
 Daniel was so confident of the future he lived in the present, 

fearlessly confident of the God he loved and served.
 In a world in which people find it easy to do what is right in their 

own eyes, the Lord is searching for men and women who will do 
what’s right in His eyes and dare to be resolute.

Will you be among them? Are you willing to be a Daniel?
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A SIMPLE OUTLINE OF DANIEL
I. The Personal History of Daniel—Chapters 1-6

A. Maintaining his godly walk (1)
B. Interpreting the “image dream” (2)
C. The golden image—Daniel not present here (3)
D. Interpreting the “tree dream” (4)
E. Interpreting the handwriting on the wall (5)
F. Maintaining his godly devotion—the lions’ den (6)

II. The Prophetic Ministry of Daniel—Chapters 7-12
A. His vision of the four beasts (7)
B. His vision of the ram and the goat (8)
C. His prayer of confession—the prophecy of Messiah, seventy weeks (9)
D. His final vision of the future kingdoms (10-12)
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THE SIX KINGDOMS IN DANIEL
1. Babylon (606-539 B.C.)
The head of gold 2:36-38
The lion with eagle’s wings 7:4

4. Rome (150 B.C.-ca. A.D. 500)
Legs of iron 2:33, 40
The “dreadful beast” 7:7

2. Media-Persia (539-330 B.C.)
Arms and chest of silver 2:32, 39
Bear with three ribs 7:5

5. Antichrist’s kingdom (still future)
Ten toes of iron and clay 2:41-43
Little horn 7:8

3. Greece (330-ca. 150 B.C.)
Thigh of brass 2:32, 39
Leopard with four heads 7:6

6. Christ’s kingdom (began A.D. 32) 
the Age of Grace continues today

The stone that smites the image 2:34-35, 44-45
The Ancient of Days 7:9-14
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THE STORY BEGINS
1.  First, we see the tipping point of Crisis v. 1
2.  Second, we see the king in Captivity v. 2
3.  Third, we see a Critical test of faith v. 3-6
4.  Finally, we meet four Completely godly men v. 7

Babylon tried to stamp its mark of ownership on these young 
men, but Babylon could not change who they were!
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FOUR GODLY GUYS WHO 
REFUSED TO CHANGE

1. DANIEL “God is Judge” or “God is my Judge” 
was changed to BELTESHAZZAR “The god Bel favors”

2. HANANIAH “Beloved of Yahweh”
was changed to SHADRACH “Illuminated by the Sun God”

3. MISHAEL “Who is as God”
was changed to MESHACH “Who is what the Moon God is”

4. AZARIAH “Yahweh is my help” 
was changed to ABED-NEGO “Servant of Nebo or Marduk”
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF TEMPTATION
Here we find echoes of the serpent’s temptations, first to Eve in the Garden of 
Eden, and later to Christ in the Judean desert. 

Consider the difficulty of this testing and temptation.
 The king ordered a menu that violated God’s Law; these young men would 

have to stand firm against the most powerful person on earth.
 Disobedience meant severe punishment or even death; obedience to the 

king’s orders would help them immensely but disappoint God. 
 Disobedience, even if not punished, could work to their disadvantage in 

respect to future positions and privileges. 
 The king’s menu appealed to the natural appetites of the four young men. 
 There would be the temptation to reason with the enemy and compromise.
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