
NO TURNING BACK
GALATIANS 4:8-20

Without knowing Jesus Christ—whether we understand it or not—we are 
slaves both to the Law and also to idols/false gods.
 Not just obvious false gods and idols like Shiva, Buddha, Gaia/mother 

earth goddess; the ancient pantheons or Rome, Greece and Egypt; or 
later, Incan, Mayan and Native American.

 But also the newer gods of wealth, power, passion, possessions, people-
pleasing, drugs, alcohol, and narcissism (the modern God of pleasing 
self); anything you worship can be a substitute god. Romans 1:19-25

 As believers, we have been delivered from both the false gods we used 
to serve and the penalty of serving them—why would we ever want to 
go back?
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WHY GO BACK TO THAT? 
 Among the “weak and worthless elemental things” to which some of 

the Galatians were returning was the ritualistic observance and 
worship of “days and months and seasons and years.” Well, because 
it’s comfortable and traditional!

 Paul also addressed this very thing to the church at Colossae. 
Col. 2:16-23

 It behooves every last one of us to remember what kind of person 
we were before we came to know the Savior!

 Paul has been proving his case: Salvation is by God’s grace alone 
through faith alone in Christ alone; resulting in God forgiving man’s 
lawbreaking sin. Paul now issues a passionate plea . . . Don’t go back 
to what you were!
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I BEG YOU, WALK IN GRACE
 When Paul came to Christ, he had torn away every shred of legalism 

in which he had been enmeshed more tightly than perhaps few other 
Jews of his day. Phil. 3:4-6 

 Both Paul himself and the Galatians had paid a dear price when they 
turned from Judaism to Christ; being ostracized from their families 
and synagogues, they were beaten and treated as if dead. 
• Paul paid a physical price for them. 
• Paul paid a mental price for them.
• Paul paid a spiritual price for them.

 No matter what the price was, Paul was willing to pay it so that the 
Galatians would not turn away from grace.
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JESUS AGONIZES OVER THE REJECTION OF GRACE
 Just as Jesus lamented over Jerusalem Luke 13:34
 Just as Israel called themselves by God’s name, but they refused to 

obey His will or come to Him in faith to have their sins forgiven 
Hosea 11:1-4

God grieves over His wayward grace kids. Do not turn 
back to the things that once held you in bondage.
 The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit alike experience grief when those 

who have been called to the freedom of gracious salvation defect. 
 Many people appreciate me as a pastor or teacher, but only as long

as I say what they want to hear.
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SOME FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
 Notice Paul’s warning v. 17-18
 Notice Paul’s desire for them v. 19-20
Paul was no longer arguing like a lawyer before a skeptical jury but 
pleading like a parent to a wayward child. 
 He says, look don’t become infants again—grow up!
 Christ-likeness is the goal of the believer’s life. “As you therefore have 

received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,” he exhorted the 
church at Colossae. Col. 2:6; Rom. 13:14 

 God desires all believers “to become conformed to the image of His 
Son” (Rom. 8:29), not to turn back to our old Idols!

No turning back!
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