
DON’T LOSE IT
GALATIANS 5:1-12

The legalists in our church today cry out that we dare not teach people 
about the liberty we have in Christ lest it result in religious anarchy—a 
flippant disregard for God’s holiness or carnal chaos. Rubbish!
 Nobody who truly understands and leans on God’s grace is going to 

become a raging rebel because we will yield to God’s Spirit, live for 
others, and seek to glorify God with every fiber of our being. 

 It is the legalist who eventually rebels because they live in bondage 
to their own performance, depending on the flesh, living for self, and 
seeking the praise of men and not truly the glory of God. Just ask the 
Pharisees!
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THE CORE VALUES OF THE 1ST CHURCH OF LEGALISM
1. If I obey all these rules, I will be a more godly/spiritual person. 
2. I believe I have the strength to obey and improve myself. We have 

rules for absolutely everything, I measure up to the standards set for 
me by other flawed people. 

3. I’m making great progress compared to everyone else that is not as 
spiritual as me; I don’t do some of the things I used to do. Best of all, 
other people compliment me on my obedience and discipline; how 
wonderful it is to be recognized as so spiritual. 

4. Now, if only others were like me! Basically, God is fortunate that I 
am His because I have a desire to share this with others so they can 
be holy like I am. Let’s spread the bondage!

When you abandon grace for the Law and legalism, you always lose. 
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WHAT THE LEGALIST LOSES
1. As a slave to the Law, you lose your liberty and freedom. v. 1

 The yoke of Christ frees us to fulfill His will, while the yoke of the 
Law enslaves us. 

2. As debtor to the Law, you lose all your riches. v. 2-6
 To help us understand this, Paul describes three horrible losses 

the Christian incurs when he turns from grace to Law: 
• “Christ shall profit you nothing.” v. 2 
• You become “a debtor to do the whole Law.” v. 3 
• “Christ is become of no effect unto you.” v. 4 

 This leads to the really sad conclusion in v. 4 . . . “You are fallen 
from grace.”
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CONVERSELY, NOTICE THE RICHES OF GRACE
We now share in all the riches of God’s grace. Eph. 1:7 
 The riches of His glory. Eph. 1:18; Phil. 4:19 
 The riches of His wisdom. Rom. 11:33 
 The “unsearchable riches of Christ.” Eph. 3:8 
 In the grace of Christ we have “all the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge.” Col. 2:3 
 By His grace we are “complete in Him.” Col. 2:10 
To live in and for grace means to depend on God’s abundant supply of 
my every need; to know that my father’s grace bank is sufficient for 
everything including all my foibles, faults, and failures, too!
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SOME THINGS TO PONDER ABOUT GRACE
 Earlier, Paul had quoted Moses to prove that the curse of the Law is on 

everyone who fails to keep all the Law. Gal. 3:10 (See Deut. 27:26)
 Grace that comes from real faith is not dead; it works. James 2:14-18
 As a grace race runner, don’t get off course and lose your way. v. 7-12
 We do not run to be saved; we run because we are already saved and 

want to fulfill God’s will in our lives. “You did run well.” Acts 20:24 
 You don’t want to be a graceless bag of hot air that comes from 

lunching on lumps of leaven.
The believer who abandons God’s grace for the Law is a slave, a pauper, 
a runner on a long detour, a bag of wind . . . in short, he or she is a loser. 
“And of His fullness have all we received, and grace for grace.” John 1:16 

Grace . . . never lose it, never trade it for anything!
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Praise God, by the Blood of the Cross
The Table of Grace is set with Mercy


