


NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM – PART 2
DANIEL 2:24-38

In verses 24-38 we have the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. 
 This interpretation begins with Arioch and Daniel, who are a study of 

the contrasts of flesh and the Spirit; light and dark; truth and lies; 
Yahweh, Lord of Hosts, versus the false gods of the Babylonians. 

 With his own death and that of his friends on the line, with absolute 
confidence and skill, Daniel unfolded the dream while informing the 
king that his God in heaven has the whole world in His hands; and 
that it is He who rules the future.

 In view are the time of the Gentiles—the Last Days.
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THE LAST DAYS
“Latter days” or “to come” (v. 28) is the Aramaic tyrxa, which denotes 
“end.” Hence, Daniel revealed “the days to the end.” 
 The Hebrew expression for this period is “the Day of the Lord” or “In 

that day.” 
 There are 86 verses scattered throughout the whole Bible referring to 

this time, which covers a huge time period, and then finally culminates 
in the Rapture—Tribulation—2nd Coming. Example: Isaiah 24:21-22

 The enormous, dazzling statue Mlu tselem, “image, form or idol,”
signifies the dawning, duration, deterioration, and ultimate doom of 
“the times of the Gentiles”—a specific time also spoken of by Jesus for 
the period covered by the statue in the Olivet discourse. Matt. 24 and 
Luke 21
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THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD’S 
SUCCESSIVE KINGDOMS

The image portrays history from man’s perspective. 
 From head to toes, the image reveals four trends that will occur with each 

succeeding empire until Christ’s kingdom comes: 
• Deteriorating power of the king 
• Increasing power of the military 
• Increasing size of territory 
• Increasing duration of rule 

The image depicts that the longer man attempts to rule the world apart 
from God, the more that rule will be characterized by military power. 
 Therefore, we are not surprised to hear Jesus predict that there will be 

wars and rumors of war until the end. Matthew 24:6
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THE FUTURE FROM MAN’S PERSPECTIVE
1. Babylon (605-539 B.C.) 

Unlimited Power of the King 
Gold (19) – Economic Standard 

2. Medo-Persia (539-330 B.C.) 
Limited Power by Decree 
Silver (11) – Economic Standard 

3. Greece (330-63 B.C.) 
Military Power 
Bronze (8.5) – Military Swords and Shields 

4. Rome (63 B.C.-A.D. 1453) 
Imperialistic Power 
Iron (7.8) – Military’s Iron Rule 

5. Revived Roman Empire ( EU) 
Unable to Hold Together 
Mixed Iron & Clay (Brittle and unstable) 
Ten Toes – A Confederation of Nations 

6. Daniel’s 70th Week -Rapture/Tribulation
/Second Coming—1000 Year Reign

7. The Millennial Kingdom followed by New 
Heaven—New Earth and New Jerusalem
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THE DAWNING, DURATION, DETERIORATION, 
DOOM OF FOUR WORLD EMPIRES 

 The young prophet moved progressively from the top of the image 
to the bottom since the head represented current history and the 
successive parts portrayed later history, all in sequential order. 

 Marduk, the chief god of Babylon, was called “the god of gold.”
 Being identified as the head of gold should have registered with 

Nebuchadnezzar—Hey, are you talking about me?
 God is the one who bestows dominion, power, might, and glory not 

Nebuchadnezzar. 
More next week as we unravel the mysteries of these world 

kingdoms—and what they mean for us and the future!
8


