


NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM – PART 3
DANIEL 2:39-49

In the ancient Near East, people regarded kings and their kingdoms as 
being synonymous with each other. 

The interpretation began in our last study . . .
 Hence, the head of gold represents Babylon as well as 

Nebuchadnezzar. 
 This dual concept is important to remember when interpreting 

apocalyptic imagery in the Bible. 
 Notice that there is a decreasing specific gravity (weight) of the 

image’s metals (gold 19, silver 11, bronze 8.5, iron 7.8) as well as 
preciousness or value, and increasing hardness. 

 The descending metals picture the deteriorating authority and power 
of each successive empire’s ruler.
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EMPIRES SORTED IN DESCENDING ORDER 
 The GOLD HEAD signifies the absolute authority and power of 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of kings. 
 The SILVER CHEST signifies the kings of Medo-Persia who were limited by the 

power of decree. Their rule sprang from the power of nobles. 
 The BRONZE BELLY and thighs signify the military heads of the Greek empire, 

and its rulers were elected by the popular vote of the military ruling elite. 
 The IRON LEGS signify the imperialistic power of Rome that occurred with 

colonization—a commonwealth of nations.
 The FEET OF MIXED IRON AND CLAY signifies globalism—institutions like UN, 

EU, G-7 or 8, World bank, World Court. This is the age that one day welcomes 
the antichrist, sees the church raptured followed by the Tribulation, 2nd 
Coming, and finally, the everlasting or Millennial kingdom.
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THE EVERLASTING KINGDOM v. 44-45
The fifth kingdom will not be another attempt by man to rule the world apart 
from God; it will not come into existence by human hands. 
 The Nba “rock” or “stone” is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, “the 

stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” Psalm 118:22;
Matthew 21:42; Zech. 14:4

 Those who do not believe that Jesus Christ is going to come and reign over 
His literal earthly Kingdom for a thousand years are called “amillennialists”
and “covenant theologians.” They believe in a figurative kingdom today.

 “Postmillennialists” believe that the whole world will be converted by the 
Church prior to Christ’s return—bringing about His kingdom. 

 However, “the Church” has not been promised a victory over the world 
itself. cf. Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; 2 Timothy 2:1-12
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PREMILLENNIAL-RAPTURE VIEW
The present age will end in apostasy and rebellion, winding down with the rise 
of the man of lawlessness, called the antichrist, rather than with the Church 
overcoming the world. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
 Paul asserts that those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are 

excluded from God’s wrath. “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but 
to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:9

 The Church will never overcome the world; because it will be “caught up 
together to meet Him in the air,” “snatched away by force” (Latin 
“harpazo”) or rapture prior to the Lamb’s wrath. 1 Thess. 4:13-18

 This wrath begins with Christ’s opening of the seven-sealed scroll and ends 
with His return to strike down the nations. Revelation 5-19

Each of the first four empires are literal, political, physical, and earthly 
kingdoms, the fifth and final kingdom should be interpreted the same.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DECLARATION v. 46-49
There are two great presuppositions in the Bible: 

(1) God exists 
(2) God reveals Himself to man 

The title “God of heaven” is used four times in this chapter: 2:18, 19, 37, 44.
 The truth that Yahweh is God in heaven was revealed to Israel seven 

centuries earlier—recorded by Moses. “Acknowledge and take to heart this 
day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is 
no other.” Deuteronomy 4:39 

 Nebuchadnezzar understood from Daniel’s interpretation that “there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries.” However, the Word of God was sown 
on a hard heart and the evil one snatched it away. Matthew 19:4-13
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THE ADVANCEMENT OF DANIEL AND 
HIS THREE FRIENDS v. 48-49

True to his promise, the king showered gifts, rewards, and great honor upon 
the teller and interpreter of the dream. 
 He made Daniel ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in 

charge of all its wise men. 
 At Daniel’s request, Nebuchadnezzar appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel 
remained at the royal court. 

In the upcoming portions of Daniel as well as the book of Revelation, there 
are many prophetic details yet to be fulfilled.
Sound exegesis and hermeneutics, which rightly divide the Word of God, along 
with prayer and the Spirit’s illumination, will yield an abundance of 
understanding.
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