


THE COURAGE TO STAND
DANIEL 3:1-18

The key word in chapter three is “worship,” occurring ten times. 
 All humans are created by God with an innate desire to worship. Who 

will the king worship? Who do you worship?
 Yahweh was determined to reveal to this pagan monarch 

Nebuchadnezzar that He alone is the God of heaven and Earth. 
 Chapter 1 teaches the king: there is a God in heaven who makes four 

teenagers physically and mentally superior to him. 
 Chapter 2 teaches the king: there is a God in heaven who gives dreams 

and reveals their interpretations and controls history. 
 Chapter 3 teaches the king: there is a God in heaven who works miracles 

on behalf of His people—who obey God rather than men.
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TESTS, CHOICES, AND GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY
In the first three chapters, it becomes obvious that God works for good in 
diverse ways in the very same events. Romans 8:28; Genesis 50:20
 While God used these events to test the youths, He also used these 

events to forecast the future. 
 In these chapters, Yahweh interacts in the affairs of men for His glory 

without violating man’s free will. 
 Perhaps one way to understand the sovereignty of God is this: God is 

completely sovereign, but He chooses to use that sovereign power in 
selecting and measuring our choices so that they are still volitional.

 Faced with the same situation, Daniel and his friends chose God’s way, 
Nebuchadnezzar chose himself!
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WHAT ARE YOU MAKING THERE, NEBBIE?
 In Creation itself, design implies designer. Daniel 3:1
 Overwhelmed by selfishness and pride, Nebuchadnezzar’s thinking became 

futile and defiant. 
 He made the image of gold to express what he considered to be his own 

power and glory. 
 In doing so, the king rejected the God of heaven, who had bestowed 

greatness on him, and worshipped himself. Romans 1:21-23
 Even though man is the maker of every idol, and the religions associated 

with them, all idolatry is demonic. Isaiah 44:6-20; Revelation 9:20
 In a prophetic way, like Nebuchadnezzar, the Antichrist will, during the 

Tribulation, set up his own image; and those who do not worship it will be 
killed. Revelation 13:15
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THE COMMAND TO BOW IN WORSHIP v. 2-7
The word for worship—in both Gr. Proskuneo and Heb. Shachah—means to 
bow down one’s heart.
 Nebuchadnezzar expected obedience at this ceremony. 
 With the finest fanfare of pomp and all kinds of music, the crucial test for 

the Hebrews was announced: bow or burn! 
 The Babylonian kings were noted for burning people alive. Jeremiah 29:22
 There are three components to this test of whom they would worship: 
• Fear man or fear God. 
• Sacrifice truth on the altar of expediency or take a stand for it. 
• God is able, but will He save?

What would you have done?
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THE CONSPIRACY AND THE COERCION v. 8-15
 Satan loomed behind the scenes; he is always ready to point his finger and 

accuse God’s people . . . including you tonight!
 Jealousy and envy are often his tools, as we see in the Chaldeans.
God or man—what will you do? All others bowed; the fact that three did not 
was very conspicuous. These three Hebrew men stood alone! 
 What a testimony by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! 
 THE COERCION (v. 13-15). Furious with rage, the king was intensely angry 

at being defied and embarrassed in this way. The guys were playing 
chicken with Old King Nebbie!

 There is little difference between this test on the plain of Dura, and the 
test of Elijah and his God versus the false prophets of Baal on Mount 
Carmel. 1 Kings 18:16-40
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THE COURAGE TO STAND v. 16-18
Satan will always try to intimidate us!
 Defiant words spilled out of the king’s mouth, “Then what god will be able 

to rescue you from my hand?” Well, that would be Yahweh Lord of Hosts!
Two things stand out in the guys’ reply: 

1)  The will of God might be different from what they desire—but they 
would stand for the Lord no matter what.

2)  Their obedience was not conditioned upon God doing what they 
desired—they would pay any price to stand, including their lives. 

Do you have the courage to stand when others bow their knee?
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