


WAGING SPIRITUAL WAR
2 CORINTHIANS 10:1-6

We come now to a major turning point in this epistle; a 
turning so abrupt, so sharp and terse, that some believe 
the last four chapters of this letter are a different epistle.
 First, Paul has defended both his motives and 

his message. 2 Cor. 1:3-5:21
 Next, Paul talked about those that he had personally 

ministered to (2 Cor. 6:1-9:15), praising them for 
their faithful partnership and for their financial 
partnership in the Gospel. Now he goes to war!
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PAUL’S VERY PERSONAL BATTLE 
Unfortunately, sometimes spiritual war is actually waged 
with unloving, ungodly, unkind, unrelenting, and uncaring 
people, not just the invisible world of the devil and demons.
 Paul begins with an attempt at conciliation. v. 1-2
 He appeals to the character of Christ which all believers 

should have, including his critics.
• Meekness: Power under the loving control of kindness
• Gentleness: A sweet reasonableness
• Humble: But Paul was also fearless in battle.
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DON’T MISTAKE MEEKNESS FOR WEAKNESS
Paul, just like Jesus, was not a pushover—he was fearless! 
 No matter the odds against him, he was true to his 

convictions, true to his call.
 When he was persecuted in city after city in Galatia, on his 

first missionary journey, even to the point of being stoned 
and left for dead, he went back a few weeks later to those 
same cities to encourage them. 

 In verse 2 he warns them: Don't make me prove to you 
how bold I can be. When it comes to righteousness, you 
want to fight? I’m in—I will be back.
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CONCILIATION NOW GIVES WAY 
TO CONFRONTATION v. 3-6 

 Paul begins with a word of wisdom for his accusers: I 
may look like a wimpy weakling, but don’t let the old 
tent fool you!

 It was true, Paul was in a body of flesh just like anyone 
else and he had the usual quota of human weaknesses 
and limitations. 

 But Paul was also a force to be reckoned with by his 
faith in Christ and by his sure confidence of the 
indwelling, filling, and anointing Spirit of God. v. 3b-5
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CHECK OUT PAUL’S ARSENAL
First, his weapons are not carnal. Paul reveals both their 
spiritual character and their spiritual capacity. 
 The Word of God is one of our spiritual weapons.

Heb. 4:12
 Prayer is a spiritual weapon and so is fasting. Mark 9:29
 Paul had the whole armor of God. Eph. 6:14-19
 Paul's spiritual weapons were mighty. Acts 13:8-11 
 Satan builds his fortresses of pride, possessions, prejudice, 

and passion in human hearts, but they are no match for 
the spiritual weapons we possess. 
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PAUL'S WEAPONS GET DEPLOYED v. 5-6 
 Against the towering battlements behind which Paul's 

critics were entrenched. 
 They had their imaginations, their deceptive fancies, and 

their “high things”—their towers, their defensive follies, 
their mental devices, their disbelieving fables. 

 In battle, we must take the garrison and level the fort as 
we fight against these unbelieving and rebellious people. 
2 Sam. 15; Num. 16:26
Against every device and defense—God’s way wins!
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