


LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP – PART 2
2 CORINTHIANS 11

Leadership lessons from a father’s heart:
 First, don’t get confused about who actually loves you; 

cults who preach another Jesus don’t. v. 1-6
 Paul says in effect, I may not be “all that”—not hip and 

cool, not flashy and fun, I may wear the wrong 
fashions—but my heart is burdened for you and my 
actions bear witness of this fact.
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1. A MATURE GODLY LEADER GIVES 
EVERYTHING FOR THE FLOCK v. 7-12

 A loving father and mother sacrifices to provide for the 
needs of the family, and in the same way, Paul sacrificed 
that he might minister to the church at Corinth. 

 Paul even refused to be paid a salary.
 Paul preached the Gospel for free (2 Cor. 11:7), literally 

“without charge, for nothing”; the false teachers brought 
a false gospel and robbed the church. 2 Cor. 11:20

 A loving father does not lay his burdens on his children—
he lifts them.
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2. MATURE GODLY LEADERS ARE JEALOUS 
OVER THE FLOCK v. 1-6, 13-15

 True love is never envious, but it has a right to and 
should be jealous over those who are loved. 

 Like a father protecting his daughter before she is 
married, godly leaders keep watch over the flock.

 A divided heart leads to a defiled life and a destroyed 
relationship. Satan wants to divide and conquer.

 He can burden the consciences of believers who have 
sinned. 2 Cor. 2:10-11
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SATAN HAS SEVERAL WAY TO ATTACK US
 Blinding the minds of unbelievers. 2 Cor. 4:4 
 Beguiling the minds of believers. 2 Cor. 11:3 
 Buffeting the bodies of God’s people. 2 Cor. 12:7 
Satan is a liar and tries to get us to listen to his lies, ponder 
them, and then believe them. This is what he did with 
Eve—and what all cults attempt to do to you. Gen. 3:1-5
 First, he questioned God’s word: “Has God truly said?”
 Then he denied God’s word: “You shall not surely die!”
 Finally, he substituted a lie. “You shall be as gods.”
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3. PAUL’S THIRD EVIDENCE OF MATURE 
GODLY LEADERSHIP v. 16-33

HE WAS WILLING TO SUFFER FOR THEM
 Before listing the various kinds of trials he had 

experienced, Paul was careful to explain why he was 
“boasting” in this way. Two basic categories: Acts 20-27
• Sufferings at the hands of people. v. 23-25a
• Natural hardships apart from people. v. 25b-33

Through it all, a mature godly leader like Paul loves God 
supremely and the people he was sent to minister to!
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