


PAUL, A FAITHFUL FOOL
2 CORINTHIANS 12:1-13

Most would ask themselves why would anybody subject 
themselves to these things, and work a secular job, too?
 First, Paul reluctantly but resolutely relates a personal 

experience of rapture—he was brought to heaven’s door 
(v. 2-4). Paul was “caught up” to “the third heaven.”

 The expression “caught up” comes from the Greek 
harpazô. From Greek it was translated to the Latin 
Rapturo; from Latin to the English caught up, meaning to
snatch away by force. Paul was snatched away to heaven.
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WOW, MAN, WHAT A TRIP! THE DETAILS:
 The same word harpazô is used of the rapture of believers 

before the Tribulation of Rev. 6-19, which concludes with 
the 2nd coming of Christ. 1 Thess. 4:15-17 

 Wherever “the third heaven” is, Paul went there and IT DID 
NOT take him 13.7 BILLION YEARS, traveling at the speed of 
light, to get there; it was in a “twinkling of an eye.”

 The trip was real; all his bodily senses were alive to what 
he was experiencing, there were things he could see and 
hear and feel. One day we will make the same trip!
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SOME NOTES FROM THE TRIP
 Paul speaks of the manner of his rapture: “How that he 

was caught up into paradise…” v. 4a
 He speaks next of the marvel of this experience: “and 

heard unspeakable words…” v. 4b 
 Paul then says he can’t tell us the meaning of it all. He 

says of the “unspeakable” words that they were words 
“which it is not lawful for a man to utter.” v. 4c

 Paul had some serious things to boast about—he had 
just spent a bit of time in heaven—but he was forbidden 
to tell us what it was like!
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PAUL HAD SOMETHING BETTER TO 
BOAST ABOUT v. 5-6

 He could have expounded on the amazing experience he 
had just been describing, but what would be the sense of 
that? All that would do is glorify the man—Paul. 

SO INSTEAD, WE ARE SHOWN PAUL’S THORN. v. 7-10
 Notice that Paul was completely overwhelmed. v. 7 
 But not as you might think; Paul was in danger, it seems, 

of becoming so heavenly-minded as to be no earthly use. 
 Even in this, God’s fool—Paul—was overjoyed. v. 9-10
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THE GLORIES OF THORNS
 First, God’s grace was sent to him. v. 9a-b
 God’s grace was not only sent to him, God’s grace was 

seized by him. v. 9c-10 
 Paul became a man who prevailed. v. 9d-10
 Paul tells us the source of his power: “that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me.” v. 9d
 Finally, Paul tells us the results of this power. v. 10a-e
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THE POWER OF BEING GOD’S FOOL
 That power enabled Paul to overcome pain: “Therefore 

I take pleasure in . . . infirmities.” v. 10a 
 It enabled Paul to overcome provocations: “I take 

pleasure in . . . reproaches.” v. 10b
 It enabled Paul to overcome deprivations: “I take 

pleasure in . . . necessities.” v. 10c
 It enabled Paul to overcome persecutions: “I take 

pleasure in . . . persecution.” v. 10d
 It enabled Paul to overcome problems: “I take pleasure 

in . . . distresses.” v. 10e
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WHAT WAS THE SECRET OF 
PAUL’S POWER?

It sounds completely foolish for sure:
 He took all things as they came and worried about 

absolutely nothing “for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I strong.” v. 10f 

 He even has something to say about his personal 
embarrassment.

 Paul finishes by speaking of his empowerment: signs, 
wonders, miracles, and mighty works.

A FAITHFUL FOOL INDEED
8


