


KEEPING IT COOL
DANIEL 3:19-30

Literally: How to Stay Cool Under Fire 
 The three Hebrews possessed the faith and hope of Job: “Though He slay 

me, yet will I hope in Him.” Job 13:15
 This extraordinary heating of the furnace opens the door for the 

performing of a miracle by God, who specializes in the impossible. “With 
God nothing is impossible!” Luke 1:37

 Babylonian stone and brick furnaces were made like recent-day lime kilns, 
with one opening at the top and a large opening at the bottom for the 
withdrawing of burned substances; charcoal normally served as the fuel. 

 Nebuchadnezzar is intensely hot, the furnace is intensely hot, and the 
three victims are amazingly cool!
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FIVE THINGS ABOUT THE COOL KIDS 
1. Four persons were in the fire, not three. No matter what is happening or 

where, God is always with us!
2. They may have been tied up, but actually, no one was bound. Even when 

the world tries to tie us up, we are free in Him!
3. Four persons were walking in the fire; no one was down for the count. Our 

walk is in His hands, He enables us to keep going when the going is hard.
4. All four persons were unhurt. He is our strength and shield from everything.
5. The fourth person was supernatural—“a son of the gods.” The supernatural 

is the natural for God’s people.
This Christophany is a picture of how Jesus is with us everywhere and always. 
Matt. 14:22-24, 28:20
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THE EXCLAMATION POINT . . .
THE CONFESSION! v. 28-30

The king testified, directly or indirectly, to five things in verses 28-30.
1.  God has sent His angel. 
2.  God delivers those who trust in Him. 
3.  God made him change his boast, “Then what god will be able to rescue 

you from my hand?”
4.  The three were willing to die in order to remain true to their God. 
5.  There is no other God able to deliver this way. 
The king assembled his officials to bring glory to his god and ends up glorifying 
the God of Israel; one can almost hear the laughter in heaven. Psalm 2:4
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 In this chapter, faithfulness and fearlessness, in the face of extreme 
adversity, are modeled by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 Following their example, believers, during times of turmoil and tribulation, 
should be encouraged to hold to the faith, be strong and courageous.

 This chapter is also a prophetic foreshadowing of the ultimate preservation 
and restoration of Israel in spite of the wrath of the Antichrist during the 
Tribulation period; God will judge the nations because of how they have 
treated Israel. Genesis 12:3; Joel 2; Matthew 25:31-46

 Subsequent history of the Jews shows that the courage of Daniel’s friends 
encouraged the Jewish patriots during the time of the Maccabean revolt 
against Antiochus Epiphanes, who foreshadows the Antichrist. The 
Apocryphal book of Maccabees 1 and 2
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THE MIRACLE NATION ISRAEL
 The very fact of Israel’s existence, after three thousand years of passing 

through the fires of satanic opposition, is proof there is a God of heaven 
who rules . . . and His plans will stand!

 Israel is God’s polemic against false gods. Isaiah 41
 God’s protection and preservation of the Jews while they are in the fires is 

proof that He continues to be the God of Israel during periods of 
chastisement according to Isaiah 43:1-7.

 The sixth-century prophet Zechariah announced God’s purpose behind the 
yet future fiery furnace for Israel. Zech. 13:8-9

 Thus, the fiery furnace is a type of preview of the Great Tribulation, which 
constitutes the second half of the seventieth “seven” revealed and recorded 
in Daniel 9:24-27.
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THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE JER. 30:4-11
A Time of Travail Jeremiah 30:4-6 
 A Time of Terror 7a 
 A Time of Triumph 7b-11b 

End of the Times of the Gentiles 8 
 Beginning of Christ’s Kingdom 9 
 Restoration of Israel to the Land 10a 
 Rest for Israel 10b 
 Salvation for Israel 11a 
 End of All Nations 11b
 A Time of Training 11c 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are in the Faith Hall of Fame: “Who 
through faith . . . quenched the fury of the flames.” Hebrews 11:33
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SOME SHADOWS OF THINGS TO COME
 Nebuchadnezzar foreshadows the Antichrist who will conspire against God 

in the end times. He will set up his image on the wing of the Temple in 
Jerusalem; then he will demand that everyone worship it or die. 

 One religion for all people, nations, and languages during the end times is 
foreshadowed in Daniel 3:4.

 The Antichrist, like Nebuchadnezzar, will attempt to make the whole image 
gold (the end time empire), not just its head. He will almost achieve his goal 
as indicated by the title given to his empire. Rev. 17:5

 Just as God preserved the 7,000 Israelites who did not bow to Baal in 
Elijah’s day, so He is going to preserve 144,000 Jews during the Tribulation 
period. 1 Kings 19:18; Revelation 7:1-8

Just like these three young Hebrews . . . Keep it cool when the trials come!
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