


CONFESSIONS OF A KING
DANIEL 4:1-28

Chapter four is very unique. It was written by Nebuchadnezzar himself—a 
pagan Gentile! It is the king’s own testimony of how God saved him.

FOUR THINGS FROM THE FIRST FOUR CHAPTERS
 In Chapter 1, the king learns of a God in Heaven who makes four teenagers 

physically and mentally superior to the king and his kingdom. 
 In Chapter 2, the king learns of a God in Heaven who gives dreams, reveals 

their interpretation and overrules history. 
 In Chapter 3, the king learns of a God in Heaven who works miracles on 

behalf of His people, who trust and obey Him rather than men. 
 In Chapter 4, the king learns of a God in Heaven who humbles the proud 

and saves the humble person who calls on Him. 
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THE PIECES OF THE KING’S PUZZLING 
CONFESSION

1. The King’s Powerful Praise v. 1-3
2. The King’s Pronounced Perplexity v. 4-7
3. The King’s Positive Proclamation v. 8-10 
4. The King’s Peculiar Problem v. 10-18
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THE PIECES OF THE PROBLEM 
The dream and visions have four sections:
1. The exceedingly great and mighty tree v. 10-12
2. The cutting down of this tree v. 13-15a 
3. The seven-year soggy field and animalistic behavior v. 15b-16 
4. The angelic messenger’s decree v. 17 
This dream revealed to Nebuchadnezzar that the Most High is 
sovereign in the affairs of man and that He does as He wishes, even 
setting the lowliest of men over them. 
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THE KING’S PUNISHMENT v. 19-26
YOU TALK ABOUT TOUGH LOVE! 
1. Nebuchadnezzar, you are the tree. 
2. The watcher, a holy one sent down from heaven, is an angel 

announcing the decree of the Most High. 
3. It is decreed that you will become mentally deranged and men will 

drive you from your kingdom. 
4. The stump and its roots, bound with iron and bronze, remain in 

the ground. This indicates that Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom shall be 
secured for him until the lesson is learned. 

5. The seven times (years) of malady will end with Nebuchadnezzar 
knowing that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men. 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR GOT THE MESSAGE
Nebuchadnezzar does not record whether Daniel interpreted the meaning of 
“let the animals flee from under it and the birds from its branches.” 
 The probable interpretation is that those around the king would abandon 

him as soon as his insanity appeared. 
 They would give up on him, never anticipating his return to the throne. 
 How many people view Christ this way? 
 Amazingly, Jesus’ own family thought He was out of His mind (Mark 3:21), 

while others thought He was raving mad (John 10:19). 
 C. S. Lewis has correctly pointed out that either Jesus is a lunatic, a liar or 

He is Lord.  There are no other choices! 

OLD NEBUCHADNEZZAR KNOWS THIS NOW!
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