


CONFESSIONS OF A KING - PART 2
DANIEL 4:27-37

The remainder of the story of the king’s confession begins with 
“How to Witness 101.”  Well, King, my friend—you can start by 
repenting and doing what God wants.
1. THE KING PROCRASTINATES v. 27-29
 Daniel would have been familiar with the prophet Jonah’s 

testimony concerning God’s character, in particular His willingness 
to save even the Ninevites, a most despicable people. Jon 4:2

 God actually delights when we repent so that He can relent,
whether a nation or a knuckleheaded king or you and me. 
Therefore, the negative decree of the Most High God in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is not fixed in stone per se. Jer. 18:5-10
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NO REPENTANCE, NO SALVATION
God’s character does not change, but His holiness and love 
necessitate a change in plans when man changes his heart. 
 Therefore, Daniel warns the king that it is better to repent today 

rather than waiting until tomorrow. 
Our passage literally reads, “break off your sins by righteousness.” 
 Significantly, the word “break off” is the same word used later in 

the Targums and in the Syriac language to denote “redeem.”
 Faith and righteousness are manifested by good works. 

James 2:20-26
 Over the centuries, God’s prophets, apostles, teachers and 

preachers have urged people to repent and believe—not 
tomorrow, but today. (2 Cor. 6:1-2) Today is the day—but 
Nebuchadnezzar delays.
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2. THE KING'S PRIDE AND PERVERSION v. 30-33
The king had every reason to be proud from the world’s perspective. 
 He had conquered his whole world as he understood it, and had 

built the great Babylonian Empire… 
 Including the spectacular city of Babylon itself, whose massive 

walls, hanging gardens, temple of Marduk and royal palace made 
it the greatest city in the world.

The perverse mental disease Nebuchadnezzar suffered from is rare. 
 It is called “lycanthropy,” from the Greek word lukos (wolf) and 

anthropos (man), or wolfman because the person imagines 
himself to be a wolf, a bear, or some other animal; 
Nebuchadnezzar’s lycanthropy is also called boanthropy because 
he behaved like a cow. 
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3. THE KING'S PRESERVATION v. 34-37
 Nebuchadnezzar learned the hard way that God does as He wills.
 In verses 34-35, Nebuchadnezzar admitted that God’s actions in 

dealing with him had been proper and that he, Nebuchadnezzar, 
was not about to question them. 

 Job was taught the very same lesson by the Lord. Job 38:1-42:6 
 Now we see Nebuchadnezzar, perhaps the greatest king in 

history, poor in spirit and humble like a little child—a citizen of 
the kingdom of God. He has a changed heart and a new song to 
sing—the praises of the Most High instead of himself. 

He came into a personal relationship with the Most High God.
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SEVEN BLESSINGS WERE RESTORED TO 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR

1. His understanding returned. 
2. His reason returned. 
3. The glory of his kingdom was restored. 
4. His honor and brilliance returned. 
5. His advisers and nobles sought him out again.
6. He was re-established as the king in his kingdom. 
7. Additional majesty and splendor were given to him. 

In 562 B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar died a man of faith—an OT saint! 
I believe one day, we will meet in heaven. 
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A BIT OF APPLICATION OF DANIEL 4
 This passage offers insight on how much God hates pride. Pride 

results in jealousy and disdainful behavior or treatment of others. It 
is a serious sin which is condemned repeatedly in the Bible. 

 Pride was the downfall of the guardian cherub, Lucifer, who is Satan. 
Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek. 28:13-17 

 Pride desecrates God’s name and His rightful place in our lives. It 
leads to shame, brings about destruction, and ends with judgment. 

 God’s  dealings with the king are the essence of His patience spoken 
of by the apostle Peter. “He is patient with you, not wanting anyone 
to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”   2 Pet. 3:9 

 During the Tribulation, national Israel will get this same message 
with the same result; they will be saved too. Rom. 11:26-27
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