


WARNING AND ENCOURAGING
2 CORINTHIANS 13

Our final study here in Paul’s letters to the Church at 
Corinth—which we started in February of 2018.

 Paul’s message to this church was necessitated by their 
unrepentant sexual sin as we saw in Chapter 12:21.

 This is the same message Jesus gave in Mark 7:18-23, 
where the Lord speaks of it as the junk which erupts out 
of an unregenerate heart and which defile a person—
rampant indecency, the sexualization of the culture.
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PAUL’S WARNING
 They should listen well: “I told you before, and foretell you, as if I 

were present, the second time.” 2 Cor. 13:2a 
 They should look out: “and being absent now I write to them which 

heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will 
not spare.” 2 Cor. 13:2b-3

 They should remember the authority of God’s Son: “For though he 
was crucified through weakness, yet he lives by the power of God.”
2 Cor. 13:4a

 Finally, they should remember the authority of God’s servants:
“For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the 
power of God toward you.” 2 Cor. 13:4b
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THE CROSS WAS NO MISTAKE
 Calvary looked like utter defeat; even the disciples considered it to 

be the end of everything they had hoped for. Luke 24:18-24
 It was nothing of the kind! It was a monumental victory. Luke 9:31
 It had been planned before time ever began. Rev. 13:8
 Jesus had willingly taken the journey from eternity to eternity to 

bring glory to God and saving grace to man. Isa. 9:6 
 No man had taken His life from Him. John 10:18 
 On the cross, when all was accomplished, He sovereignly dismissed 

His spirit of His own volition and will. Luke 23:46
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SOME SOUND ADVICE
 Never underestimate Jesus, His message, or His messengers.
 They should test whether they truly stood in the faith. v. 5
 You better not become a reprobate. The word for 

“disqualified is also reprobates” (Gk. adokimos). 
 The word is used of people who practice 

sodomy/homosexuality as a lifestyle. Paul says they have 
been given over by God “to a reprobate mind.” Rom. 1:28

 The word is used to describe apostates from the faith.
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ENCOURAGING TRUTHS TO LIVE BY
 Note Paul’s prayer: do no evil, do not walk a path toward 

disaster.
 Your reputation is not what matters; what matters is your 

character. Character is what we are in the dark. Character is 
what God sees. 

 Do what is right. If the Corinthians would put their own house 
in order, then Paul’s coming as a judge—armed with divine 
authority and power—would be purposeless. 

Do you want surgery, or would you rather take a pill?
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PAUL’S BENEDICTION v. 11-14
The closing benediction in v. 14 is one of the most beloved in the Bible.
 It emphasizes the Trinity (see Matt. 28:19) and the blessings we can 

receive because we belong to God.
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ reminds us of His birth, when He 

became poor in order to make us rich (see 2 Cor. 8:9).
 The love of God takes us to Calvary where God gave His Son as the 

sacrifice for our sins. John 3:16
 The communion of the Holy Spirit reminds us of Pentecost, when 

the Spirit of God came and formed the church. Acts 2
May we now live out this benediction!
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