
THE POWER OF FREEDOM
GALATIANS 6:11-18

Paul has shown us here in Galatians that the believer living under the Law 
and the believer living under grace are diametrically opposed to each other. 
 It is not just a matter of “different doctrine,” but a matter of two totally 

different ways of life. We are forced to choose between:
• Bondage or liberty Gal. 5:1-12
• Flesh or the Spirit Gal. 5:13-26 
• Living for self or living for others Gal. 6:1-10

 Now he closes with a fourth contrast: Living for the praise of men or the 
glory of God.

 Paul finishes this book dealing with motive; and one of our great needs in 
the church today is the examination of the motives for our ministry.
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THE LEGALIST HAS THE WRONG MOTIVES v. 12-13
1.  They are braggarts who only care about themselves. v. 12a, 13b
2.  They are actually compromisers, not compliers. v. 12b 
3.  They are forceful salesmen of a tainted product. v. 12a
4.  They are hypocrites who say, but do not do. v. 13
Yes, the legalist is a dangerous individual, so when you detect him, 
beware; lots of rules for you that they themselves do not actually 
meet!

In fact, they cannot keep their own rules, that is why 
they place them on you!
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THE REAL POWER IS IN THE CROSS? 
1. IT IS THE POWER TO FREE MEN FROM THE WORLD’S BONDAGE 

 In the New Testament, “the world” (Gk. Kosmos) refers to the order 
of the evil world system ruled by Satan and his agents. John 12:31,
14:30; 1 Cor. 2:6, 8; Eph. 2:2 

 The life of a person apart from Jesus Christ is the life of a victim of 
that system. 

2. IT IS THE POWER TO DO WHAT THE FLESH CANNOT DO
 Man needs an entirely new life, a new birth, a new creation. 

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature,” (2 Cor. 5:17) 
fit for fellowship with his heavenly Father and for citizenship in his 
heavenly home. The flesh cannot ever make you pleasing to God!

3. IT IS THE POWER TO BRING SALVATION
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THE POWER OF SALVATION
 Because of the cross of Christ, men do not have to remain lost and 

alienated from God. Through faith in Christ, we can be restored to 
fellowship and friendship with God.” John 3:16-18

 The condition for salvation is belief in God’s Son, and it is a condition 
that every person can meet if we desire it; for God has made 
salvation available to all—without exception—“not wishing for any to 
perish but for all to come to repentance.” 2 Pet. 3:9

 The power of the cross brings peace and mercy, which represents the 
result of salvation; peace referring to the believer’s new relationship 
to God, and mercy referring to the divine removal of his sins. 

Every unbeliever is at war with God and will find peace 
only in the cross of Jesus Christ.
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THE COST OF FREEDOM IS WORTH THE PRICE
 Every blow that Paul received was really a blow against Jesus, his 

Master and Savior. “The sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance,” 
he told the Corinthians. 2 Cor. 1:5

 If you knew nothing else about Paul, you knew Paul knew Jesus—you 
could see Jesus in the scars that Paul bore.

So, Paul comes to the end of his letter and he closes it just the way he 
began: 
 Not “the Law of Moses” 
 Not the legalism of man, not religion
 Not good works that we can boast in . . . Amazing Grace!

Thank you, Jesus, for your Amazing Grace . . .
The Power of the Cross . . . Our freedom in Christ.
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