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INTRODUCTION TO LUKE’S GOSPEL
LUKE 1:1-17

 The compassionate Dr. Luke pens a timeless book filled with 
good news for everyone . . . everywhere . . . in every age.

 The heart of the message is: “For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10

 He presents Jesus Christ as the compassionate “Son of man,” the 
prophetic name Daniel gives Messiah in Dan. 7:13.

 In this Gospel you meet individuals as well as crowds, women 
and children as well as men, poor people as well as rich people, 
and sinners along with saints. 

 Luke was a Gentile and was trained as a physician. Col. 4:11-14
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WHAT DO WE SEE IN THIS INTRODUCTION?
1. LUKE’S VERY CLEAR DECLARATION v. 1-2 

 An enormous amount of material was available: good and 
bad, true and false, authentic and apocryphal; Gospel of 
Thomas and James—the Gnostic Gospels.

 But the Spirit of God passed over them all and settled on 
Luke; and gave him spiritual discernment to sort out the 
facts from the fables and the falsehoods. 

2. LUKE’S DETERMINATION AND DEDICATION TO DETAILS v. 3a 
3. LUKE DEDICATES HIS GOSPEL v. 3b-4
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THE BEGINNING OF THE STORY
The very particular people v. 5-6 
 Could the contrast be greater—the one a monster of iniquity, the 

other a man of integrity? 
The very problematic pronouncement v. 7 
 One thing saddened this godly couple: they were childless. 

Moreover, their case was hopeless just like Abraham and Sarah. 
The priest in a prayer-filled place v. 8-10 
 For the first and last time the lot fell on Zacharias to go into the 

Holy Place of the temple and to burn incense on the golden altar. 
The purpose of powerful panic v. 11-12
 An angelic announcement.
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THE PROPHECY OF THE ANGEL
1.  John the Baptist’s coming foretold v. 13-14 
2.  John’s character foretold Luke 1:15
3.  John’s career foretold Luke 1:16-17 

The Old Testament had ended with a promise. Mal. 4:5-6
 The Lord would come, but before that Elijah would come; then 

the nation would be confronted with Jewish Messiah—the Christ. 
 The actual fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy concerning Elijah was 

twofold: it had an initial partial fulfillment in the ministry of John 
the Baptist, and it will have a further fuller fulfillment during the 
Tribulation. Matt. 11:7-15, 17:1-13; John 1:19-27; Rev. 11:1-14 

Next week: THE SAVIOR’S SAGA – PART 1
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