


HOW QUICKLY WE FORGET
DANIEL 5:1-17

From the confession and salvation of the great King Nebuchadnezzar, to the 
rejection of Daniel’s God by Belshazzar
 The main character of this chapter is Belshazzar, the son of Nabonidus 

and grandson of Nebuchadnezzar. 
 There is no word in Aramaic for “grandfather,” so the word “father” is 

often used of ancestors. v. 2
 How quickly the world forgets the merciful hand of the Lord.

Background of Chapter Five
Most likely affected by his father’s conversion, Nebuchadnezzar’s son, Amel-
Marduk (known in the Bible as Evil-Merodach) showed kindness to the 
Judean king, Jehoiachin, who had been imprisoned by Nebuchadnezzar. 
2 Kings 25:27-30 2



SOME BABYLONIAN HISTORY
 The kindness that Evil-Merodach showed the Israelites may have led to his 

being killed by Neriglissar, his brother-in law, in 559 B.C. 
 Neriglissar’s biblical name is Nergal-sharezer, the official under 

Nebuchadnezzar who apparently was involved in helping release Jeremiah 
from prison. Jeremiah 39:3, 13 

 Then his son, Labashi-Marduk, having reigned for less than a year, was 
beaten to death by conspirators and the throne was seized by Nabonidus,
who reigned from 555 B.C. to the fall of Babylon in 539 B.C. 

 Because of his lengthy excavations in search of written documents, 
Nabonidus has been called “The Royal Archaeologist of Babylon,” and he 
left a huge amount of extra-biblical evidence for the reliability of the Bible.
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IN BIBLICAL ARCHEOLOGY THIS 
MONTH—FROM A 2018 EXPEDITION
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Qumran Cave 4



SACRILEGE OF BELSHAZZAR v. 1-4
 Remember: This is not Daniel—whose name is Belteshazzar. In him is the 

Spirit of the Holy God; the dude here is stone-cold wicked.
 Chronologically, it is now 23 years later from Chapter 4 and Daniel is 81 

years old!
 God has His limits of how far you can go—and we do not know where that 

line is. The justice of God is righteous and it is beyond question, as seen in 
His declaration to Moses, which is quoted by Paul. Ex. 33:19; Rom. 9:15

 Jesus taught that “whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never 
be forgiven; he is guilty of an eternal sin.” Mark 3:29 

 The feast was an outrageous, sacrilegious affair, and its participants were 
reprobate. Such debauchery called for swift and irrevocable judgment.  
Gen. 15:16; Isa. 52:21-23; Psa. 75:8

 WHAT ABOUT AMERICA?
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SHOCK OF BELSHAZZAR v. 5-6
 The Bible teaches that God’s judgment may come with the 

unexpected suddenness of a thief in the night—Rapture, the 
tribulation, followed by return!

 Suddenly, the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the 
plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. It went 
from the temple to the toilet!

 The lampstands symbolize the scrutiny of Christ as He reveals His 
commendations and condemnations of the seven churches. Rev. 2-3

 Definitely, “it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
Heb. 10:31

 Belshazzar’s reactions are a vivid description of terror—he is a dead 
man walking.
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THE SUMMONS AND SOLUTION v. 7-17
 Who is the queen? It’s not Nabonidus’ wife. She is at Tema, and 

Belshazzar’s wives are in the banquet hall. 
 It is Nebuchadnezzar’s widow, Amytis, the grandmother of Belshazzar. His 

ancestral line was from Nitocris and Nabonidus, who in turn came from 
Nebuchadnezzar and Amytis.

 The queen had the spiritual discernment of her husband, recognizing the 
Spirit of the Holy God in Daniel. And both she and Daniel were O.T. salt 
and light, so you would never find them at a heathen celebration like this.

 God will not be trifled with—He is Holy and you can’t spit in His face 
and/or continually hurt the nation of Israel and get away with it forever. 
One day, God is going to judge this Earth and everyone on it! Joel 3:1-3

God’s grace does not negate His justice and judgment 
if you refuse to repent.
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