


LESSONS FROM THE LIONS’ DEN – PT. 1
DANIEL 6:1-11

Some background and history of chapter six.
 Historically, Darius was the son of Xerxes and was a Mede or Persian by 

descent; was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom as we will learn in 
Daniel 9:1.

 Who is this King Darius? Some scholars believe Cyrus is Darius, or that Darius 
could have been a localized name for Cyrus. 

 It also is possible that Darius is a title much like “Herod” since at least five 
Persian kings are called by that name. 

 Again we have an extra biblical record through The Nabonidus Chronicle to help 
us sort this out, which states that Cyrus made Gubaru, AKA Gobryas, AKA 
Darius, governor over Babylonia; and Darius installed sub-governors in Babylon.
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DANIEL THE DISTINGUISHED ONE v. 1-9
Greed and corruption were rampant, but Daniel stood tall when others 
bowed down to yet another corrupt king and kingdom. 
 The prophet was about eighty-two years old in the year 539 B.C. 
 He had distinguished himself by his extraordinary spirit—gifted, filled, 

and led by the Spirit of God—in the golden empire of Nebuchadnezzar, 
and again in this, the silver empire of Cyrus and Darius. 

 Through Daniel, Yahweh was able to demonstrate that He, as the God 
of the exiled Jews, is really the sovereign God of the nations. 

 Whether or not the king recognized this fact, Darius planned to set 
Daniel over the whole kingdom.
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DANIEL AND THE DEVIL v. 4-9
You are probably thinking, “Hey, there is no mention of the devil here in this 
passage.” You are right, but there does not need to be.

Beloved Satan is a real enemy who hates us . . .
he has his forces in place all over the globe.

 He was there in Daniel’s day in some kings, governors, and satraps; and he 
is alive and well in our day.

 The real leader was not Cyrus, Darius, or his appointed men—but the devil 
and his minions. Eph. 6:10-13

 The enemy has many different names and takes many different paths to 
attack God’s children. 

 Devil means “accuser,” because he accuses God’s people day and night 
before the throne of God. Rev. 12:7-11 

 Satan means “adversary,” because he is the enemy of God.
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THE DEVIL’S MISSION AND METHODS
 He is also called the Tempter. Matt. 4:3
 He is the Murderer and the Liar. John 8:44 
 He is compared to a Roaring Lion. 1 Peter 5:8
 He is the Serpent. Gen. 3:1; Rev. 12:9 
 He masquerades as an Angel of Light. 2 Cor. 11:13-15
 He is the uber-relevant “god of this age.” 2 Cor. 4:4

Where did this spirit-creature that seeks to oppose God and His people, 
and defeat His work come from? Heaven, actually. Isa. 14:12-15
Unlike God, Satan is not all-knowing, all-powerful, or present everywhere. 
Then how does he accomplish so much in so many different parts of the 
world? His army of helpers. Eph. 6:12
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OLD WAYS FOR NEW DAYS
 Daniel was under attack . . . and you and I are not immune to the 

same attacks.
 If Jesus prayed for protection, how much more do you think we 

need to pray? Luke 22:31-32
 The attacks of the godless through lies, envy, and jealousy still work.
 Satan is the mastermind behind these putrid plans filled with lies 

and deceit, as can be seen in Jesus’ depiction of the adversary. 
John 8:44 

 Bewitched by lies and flattery, King Darius put the decree that would 
condemn Daniel in writing.

6



THE ATTITUDE OF DANIEL v. 10-11
What is your first response when the enemy comes in like a flood, 
when the attack comes?

Panic . . . Fear . . . Doubt . . . Flight . . . Fight . . . or Faithfulness?
 The practice of prayer develops perfection and power! 
 While the Devil and his minions are plotting, Daniel is praying.
 If we really are serving the Lord, we are always going to stand out!
Daniel is a man of godly courage.
 No matter what stood against Daniel, his stand for God is clear and 

unmistakable. Dare to be a Daniel!
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