


LESSONS FROM THE LION’S DEN – PT. 2
DANIEL 6:12-28

The adversary is real, and the battle is real (are you on your knees praying 
for power to persevere?); the lies will be told, the battle plans will be drafted 
to take you out.
I. FIRST, THE DEMONIC DECREE OF DARIUS v. 12-13
II. THEN WE SEE THE ANXIETY OF DARIUS v. 14-20

 One is wise to stand in awe of God and not make rash decrees or 
oaths. 

 Under Medo-Persian law, Darius could not plead that it was a mistake, 
and neither can anyone who makes vows and oaths to God. Ecc. 5:1-7

 Bound by his own decree and the law of the Medes and Persians, 
Darius was powerless to deliver Daniel from the lion’s den.
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THE FAITH OF DARIUS
 In some ways Darius exhibits a greater degree of faith than Daniel’s three 

friends, who were saying, “It’s not a matter of whether God is able to 
deliver us, but rather, if He is willing to deliver us.” 

 Darius understood why God would not deliver His Son from the cross, being 
bound by His own prophecies of the Messiah and the law of holiness and 
love which permeates His being. Psalm 22 and 16

 Darius spent a sleepless night on his bed alone with his thoughts. “Without 
eating” and “without any entertainment” might be a way of saying that the 
king was fasting and praying without any distractions. 

 The light of Daniel’s witness had led Darius to belief in the living God. I 
believe that King Darius will likely be in Heaven with Nebuchadnezzar—and 
us—one day.
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ASSURANCE AND AVENGING OF DARIUS v. 21-24
 The wisdom of God is wiser than the foolishness of this world! What looked 

like a disaster turned out to be delightful for Daniel.
Assurance—why and how? Who was with Daniel in the lion’s den? 
 I believe it was a Christophany of the Lord Jesus Himself. Second Person of 

the Trinity, He will never leave us or forsake us; He is with us even to the 
end of the age; no one can snatch them out of My hands! 

THE AVENGING OF DARIUS v. 24
 What happens next manifests a fundamental law of God: sowing and 

reaping (from a couple of weeks ago on Sunday morning).
 Do not be deceived; God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 

Galatians 6:7-8
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF DARIUS AND 
ACHIEVEMENT OF DANIEL v. 25-28

THE ANNOUNCEMENT: King Darius became the servant of God. His words are 
recorded forever in Scripture, his decree about the living God is sevenfold. 

1.  All people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. 
2.  He is the living God. 
3.  He endures forever. 
4.  His kingdom is eternal. 
5.  He rescues and saves. 
6.  He performs signs and wonders. 
7.  He has delivered Daniel from lions. AKA the Gospel is preached!

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF DANIEL (v. 28): In spite of what the world set out to 
do to Daniel—with all its fury and might—Daniel prospered.
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 The NT is straightforward—God expects every Christian to be holy, to be a 
Daniel in this crooked and perverse world. Phil. 2:14-16; 1 Peter 2:9-12;
2 Peter 3:14

 Daniel was an overcomer until the end of his life. He had overcome the 
depraved, debased ways of the world, and God rewarded His faithful 
servant with authority and power in two empires. Rev. 2:26-27; 1 John 5:5

Anti-Jewish/Semitic sentiments will prevail in the end times. 
 Like Daniel, the remnant of the nation of Israel will be miraculously 

delivered by Christ when it seems certain they will perish. 
 At Armageddon, the nations will conspire and battle Israel. Rev. 16:16 
 At the second resurrection, the unsaved will be cast alive into hell (Rev. 

20:14-15), which sounds like what the prophet wrote in Daniel 6:24.
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THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL IN DANIEL 
 To “allegorize” the Scriptures is to take historical events, people, or 

things and apply to them a meaning not originally intended. 
 A “type” in Scripture is an intended foreshadowing of a future event, 

person, or thing. 
 Daniel had the privilege of writing, beforehand, a very clear proto-

Gospel in the typical events of his life that foreshadow Christ. 
 The Gospel according to Daniel are a near perfect picture of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.
THE LESSONS FROM THE LION’S DEN POINT TO 

THE SON OF GOD—CHRIST OUR LORD.
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